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A

SEQ ID NO:1

TGTAATCTGTCTCARACCCACAGCCTGGGTAGCARGAGGACCTTGATGCTCCTGGCGCAGATGGGGARAATC
TCCCTTTTCTCCTGCCTGAAGGACAGACATGACTTTGAATTTCCCCAGGAGCGAATTTGATGGCAACCAGTTC
CACAAAGCTCAAGCCATCTCTGTCCTCCATGAGCTGATCCAGCAGACCTTCAATCTCTTCAGCACAAAGGAR
TCATCTGCTGCTTGGEGATGAGGGCCTCCTAGACAAATTCCGCACCGRAACTCTACCGGCAGCTAAATGACTTG
GAAGCCTGTATGATGCAGGAGGTTGGGGTGGAAGAGACTCCCCTGATGAATGCGGACTCCATCCTGGCTGTG
AAGAAATACTTCCAAAGAATCACTCTTTATCTGATGGAGAAGAARTACAGCCCTTGTGCCTGGGAGGTTGTC
AGAGTAGAAATCATGAGATCCCTCTCTTTTTCAACAAACTTGCAAARAAGATTAAGGGGGARGCAT

B

SEQ ID NO:2
CNLSQTHSLGSKRTLMLLAQMGKISLFSCLKDREDFEFPQEEFDGNQFQKA
QAISVLHELIQQTFNLFSTKESSAAWDEGLLDKFRTELYRQLNDLEACMMQ
EVGVEETPLMNADSILAVKKYFQRITLYLMEKKYSPCAWEVVRVEIMRSLS
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FSTNLQKRLRGKD

C

DNA 1 TGTAATCTGTCTCAAACCCACAGCCTGGGTAGCAAGAGGACCTTGATGCTC
Protein 1 ¢ N L 8§ ¢ T H $ L G s K R T L M L

DNA 52 CTGGCGCAGATGGEGGAAAATCTCCCTTTTCTCCTCCCTGAAGCGACAGACAT
Protein 18 L A M 6 K I s L F 8 €C L K D R H

DNA 103 GACTTTGAATTTCCCCAGGAGGAATTTGATGGCAACCAGTTCCAGAAAGCT
Protein 3¢ D F E F P Q E E F D G N Q F Q K A

DNA 154 CAAGCCATCTCTGTCCTCCATGAGCTGATCCAGCAGACCTTCAATCTCTTC
Protein 52 Q A I 8 V L. H E L I Q Q T F N L F

DNA 205 AGCACARAGGAATCATCTGCTGCTTGGGATGAGGGCCTCCTAGACARATTC
Protein 69 S T K E 8 8 A A W D E G L L D K F

DNA 256 CGCACCGAACTCTACCGGCAGCTAAATGACTTGGAAGCCTGTATCGATGCAG
Protein 8¢ R T E L Y R Q L N D L E A C M M Q

DNA 307 GAGGTTGGGCTGGAAGAGACTCCCCTGATGAATGCGGACTCCATCCTGGCT
Protein 103 E V G V E E T P L M N A D § I L A

DNA 358 GTGAAGAAATACTTCCAARAGAATCACTCTTTATCTGATGGAGAAGAAATAC
Protein 120 V K K ¥ F ¢ R I T L Y Lh. M E K K Y

DNA 409 AGCCCTTGTGCCTGGGAGGTTGTCAGAGTAGARATCATGAGATCCCTCTCT
Protein 137 € P C A W E V V R V E I M R 8 L 8

DNA 460 TTTTCAACAAACTTGCAAAAAAGATTAAGGGGGAAGGAT

protein 154 F 8 T N L. Q K R L R G K D

Fig. 1
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A

Novaferon 1 TGTAATCTGTCTCAAACCCACAGCCTGGGTAGCAAGAGGACCTTGATGCTCCTGGCGCAG

FECCVREEREEEEE Ty v o teeee e P eeer e et

IFNol4 126 TGTAATCTGTCTCAAACCCACAGCCTGAATAACAGGAGGACTTTGATGCTCATGGCACAA

Novaferon 61 ATGGGGAAAATCTCCCTTTTCTCCTGCCTGAAGGACAGACATGACTTTGAATTTCCCCAG

R RN RN AR RN RN R RN NN R RN RN ARARRARRNRANE

IFNo14 186 ATGAGGAGAATCTCTCCTTTCTCCTGCCTGAAGGACAGACATGACTTTGAATTTCCCCAG

Novaferon 121 GAGGAATTTGATGCCAACCAGTTCCACAAAGCTCAAGCCATCTCTGTCCTCCATGAGCTG

CECEEREEE T e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

IFNal4 246 GAGGAATTTGATGGCAACCAGTTCCAGAAAGCTCAAGCCATCTCTCTCCTCCATGAGATG

Novateron 181 ATCCAGCAGACCTTCAATCTCTTCAGCACAAAGGAATCATCTCCTGCTTGGGATGAGGGC

FECE R R b LR LT

IFNAl4 306 ATGCAGCAGACCTTCAATCTCTTCAGCACAAAGAACTCATCTGCTGCTTGGGATGAGACC

Novaferon 341 CTCCTAGACAAATTCCGCACCGAACTCTACCGGCAGCTAAATGACTTGGAAGCCTGTATG

RN N e A R A e A A N R R R R N NN AR AR AN

IFNal4 366 CTCCTAGAAAAATTCTACATTGAACTTTTCCAGCAAATGAATGACCTGGAAGCCTGTGTG

Novaferon 301 ATGCAGGAGGTTGGGGTGGAAGAGACTCCCCTGATGAATGCGGACTCCATCCTGGCTETG

LEEEEEEEE e e e e e e e e e e ber e e ey

IFNo14 426 ATACAGGAGGTTGGGGTGGAAGAGACTCCCCTGATGAATGAGGACTCCATCCTGGCTCTG

Novaferon 361 AAGAAATACTTCCAAAGAATCACTCTITATCTGATGGAGAAGAAATACAGCCCTTGTGCC

RN RN NN RN N NN RN AR RN R AR AR AR RN

IFNol4 486 AAGAAATACTTCCAAAGAATCACTCTTTATCTGATGGAGAAGAAATACAGCCCTTGTGCC

Novaferon 421 TGGGAGGTTGTCAGAGTAGAAATCATGAGATCCCTCTCTTTITTCAACARACTTGCAAAAA

R R R N RN R AR AR RN RN RN AR RN RRAR AN

IFNal4 546 TGGGAGGTTGTCAGAGCAGAAATCATGAGATCCTTCTCTITTTTCAACARACTTGCAAAAR

Novaferon 481 AGATTAAGGGGGAAGGAT 498

ARNRERERIRRRRRRNY

IFNO14 606 AGATTAAGGAGGAAGGAT 623

B

Novaferon 1 CNLSQTHSLGSKRTLMLLAQMGKISLFSCLKXKDRHDFEFPQEEFDGNQFQK
IFNol4 24 ... NNR..... M. . .RR. .P. ... i i i iiiiananann

Novaferon 51 AQAISVLHELIQQTFNLFSTKESSAAWDEGLLDKFRTELYRQLNDLEACM
IFNal4 73 L MM......_ .... N....... T..E. . YI..FQ.M..... v

Novaferon 101 MQEVGVEETPLMNADSILAVKKYFQRITLYLMEKKYSPCAWEVVRVEIMR
IFNal4 123 T..oeieinnnn - A....

Novaferon 151 SLSFSTNLQKRLRGKD 166
IFNal4 173 i R.. 189

Fig. 2
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A

Novaferon 1 TGTAATCTGTCTCAAACCCACAGCCTGGGTAGCAAGAGGACCTTGATGCTCCTGGCGCAG

CEC D TEEREER TR e R e e et 1

IFNa2b 138 TGTGATCTGCCTCAAACCCACAGCCTGGGTAGCAGGAGGACCTTGATGCTCCTGGCACAG

Novaferon 61 ATGGGGAARATCTCCCITITCTCCTGCCTGAAGGACAGACATGACTTTGAATTTCCCCAG

PEEEEE FEEEEE FREEEEEE T TR TP TR LT

IFNo2b 198 ATGAGGAGAATCTCTCTTTTCTCCTGCTTIGAAGGACAGACATGACTTTGGATTTCCCCAG

Novaferon 121 GAGGAATTTGATGGCAACCAGTTCCAGAAAGCTCAAGCCATCTCTGTCCTCCATGAGCTG

RN R N R R RN N A R AR A R AR A AR RA AR N

IFNo2b 258 GAGGAGTTTG- - -GCAACCAGTTCCAAAAGGCTGAAACCATCCCTGTCCTCCATGAGATG

Novaferon 181 ATCCAGCAGACCTTCAATCTCTTCAGCACAAAGGAATCATCTGCTGCTTGGGATCAGCGC

PECERRTEED DEEEEEET R e e e e e e |

IFNu2b 315 ATCCAGCAGATCTTCAATCTCTTCAGCACAAAGGACTCATCTGCTGCTTGGGATGAGACC

Novaferon 241 CTCCTAGACAAATTCCGCACCGAACTCTACCGGCAGCTAAATGACTTGGAAGCCTGTATG

PEPPEECREEREEE e TEE FEEREEE O PEEEe e FREr e P e reer 1

IFNo2b 375 CTCCTAGACRAATTCTACACTGAACTCTACCAGCAGCTGAATGACCTGGAAGCCTGTGTG

Novaferon 301 ATGCAGGAGGTTGGGGTGGAAGAGACTCCCCTGATGAATGCGGACTCCATCCTGGCTCTG

NN R RN RN R R AR RN RN R N O AR RN RN IR A AR AR N

IFNa2b 435 ATACAGGGGGTGGGGGTGACAGAGACTCCCCTGATGAAGGAGGACTCCATTCTGGCTGTG

Novaferon 361 AAGAAATACTTCCAAAGAATCACTCTITATCTGATGGAGAAGAAATACAGCCCTIGTGECC

R RN AR RN AR N R AR NN AR AR RN RN

IFNo2b 495 AGGAAATACTTCCAAAGAATCACTCTCTATCTGAAAGAGAAGAAATACAGCCCTTGTGCC

Novaferon 421 TGGGAGGTTGTCAGAGTAGAAATCATGAGATCCCTCTCTTTTITCAACAAACTTGCAAAAA

CECVEEEPEETEETEE TEEE R Er et teeee PR e e e 1

IFNoa2b 555 TGGGAGGTTGTCAGAGCAGAAATCATGAGATCTTITTCTTTGTCAACAAACTTGCAAGAA

Novaferon 481 AGATTAAGGGGGAAGGAT 498

LT Fr

IFNa2b 615 AGTTTAAGAAGTARAGGAA 632

B

Novaferon 1 CNLSQTHSLGSKRTLMLLAQMGKISLFSCLKDRHDFEFPQEEFDGNQFQK
IFNo2b 1 .D.P....... R.o........ RR.............. Fo.oooooiiai,

Novaferon 50 AQATSVLHELIQQTFNLFSTKESSAAWDEGLLDKFRTELYRQLNDLEACM
IFNo2 43 L.ET..... E...Q....... Keveowan E..... Fooo Yoo, cv

Novaferon 100 MQEVGVEETPLMNADSILAVKKYFQRITLYLMEKKYSPCAWEVVRVEIMR
IFNu2b 99 I.G...T..... KE...... Rovuovenon.. Koo, A....

Novaferon 150 SLSFSTNLQKRLRGKD 166
IFNa2b 149 .F.L..... ES..S.E 165

FIG. 3
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RECOMBINANT HUMAN
INTERFERON-LIKE PROTEINS AND
METHOD OF TREATMENT USING THEM

REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. non-provisional
application Ser. No. 12/665,682 filed on 4 Jun. 2010, which is
a national stage of PCT/CA2007/001123 filed on 22 Jun.
2007 which claims the benefit of and is a continuation of U.S.
non-provisional application Ser. No. 11/764,786 filed on 18
Jun. 2007, now U.S. Pat. No. 7,625,555.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This application relates to recombinant proteins having
human interferon-like biological activities.

BACKGROUND

In this application the interferon (IFN) nomenclature pub-
lished in Nature (1) has been adopted.

Human interferons (HulFNs), which were discovered by
Isaacs and Lindenmann in 1957 (2), are a well-known family
of cytokines secreted by a large variety of eukaryotic cells
upon exposure to various stimuli, such as viral infection or
mitogen exposure. [FNs can elicit many changes in cellular
behavior, including effects on cellular growth and differen-
tiation and modulation of the immune system (3-7). HulFNs
have been classified into six subgroups, namely IFN-a,
IFN-f, IFN-y, IFN-w, IFN-e and IFN-k. HulFN-a (leuko-
cyte-derived interferon) is produced in human leukocyte cells
and, together with minor amounts of HulFN-f (fibroblast-
derived interferon), in lymphoblastoid cells. HulFNs have
been further classified by their chemical and biological char-
acteristics into two general categories, namely Type I and
Type I1. Type I consists of the IFN-a and IFN-f subgroups as
well as the recently discovered IFN-w, IFN-e and IFN-k
subgroups. Type Il has only one member: IFN-y (immune
interferon).

The different interferon subgroups have different structural
and biological characteristics. HuIFN-f is an N-linked gly-
coprotein (8, 9) which has been purified to homogeneity and
characterized. It is heterogeneous in regard to size, presum-
ably due to its carbohydrate moiety. However, there is only
one human IFN-f gene, which encodes a protein of 166
amino acids. IFN-f has low homology to IFN-a, sharing
about 30-40% identity.

In contrast to the singleness of the IFN-f gene, HulFN-a is
a subgroup, consisting of a multigene family of 14 genes in
essence. Minor variants made of one or two amino acid dif-
ferences account for the multiple alleles (10). Excluding the
pseudogene IFNAP22, there are 13 genes, encoding 13 pro-
teins. Each protein comprises 165-166 amino acids. The pro-
tein encoded by gene IFNA13 is identical to protein IFNAT.
Thus there are 12 individual interferon alpha proteins:
IFNA1, IFNA2, IFNA4, IFNAS, IFNAG6, IFNA7, IFNAS,
IFNA10, IFNA14, IFNA16, IFNA17, and IFNA21. Amino
acid sequence identity among IFN-a subtypes has generally
80-85% homology (11).

Mature IFN-w shows 60% nucleotide sequence homology
to the family of IFN-a species but is longer by 6 amino acids
at its C-terminal. IFN-w is more distantly related to inter-
feron-f (shares about 30% sequence homology). Human
IFN-w is not classified in the IFN-a group because it is
antigenically distinct from IFN-c and differs in its interaction
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with the Type I IFN-a receptor (12). IFN-w is secreted by
virus-infected leukocytes as a major component of human
leukocyte interferons.

The mature protein of human IFN-e contains 185-amino
acids, sharing about 33% and 37% sequence homology to
IFN-02 and IFN-f respectively (13, 14). The function and
biophysical properties of IFN-e have not been characterized
significantly in detail; however, it functions like Type I inter-
ferons. IFN-e may also play a role in reproductive function
(15).

IFN-k, a 180 amino acid human cytokine, is a recently
identified Type I IFN. The coding sequence of IFN-k is ~30%
identical to the other Type I interferons found in humans. A
distinguishing feature of IFN-x is the detectable constitutive
expression of its transcript in uninduced cells, particularly
keratinocytes. IFN-k may play a role in the regulation of
systemic or local immune functions through its effect on cells
of the innate immune system (16). However, IFN-k exhibits
low anti-viral activity (17).

Human Type [ interferon appears to bind to two-receptor
subunits, IFNAR-1 and -2, which are widely distributed on
the cell surface of various cell types. Ligand involvement
leads to the induction of the phosphorylation of tyrosine
kinases TYK2 and JAK-1, which are coupled to IFNAR-1 and
-2 respectively. Once phosphorylated, STAT proteins are
released from the receptor and form homodimers as well as
heterodimers (18, 19). Once released, the dimers of STATA
associate with interferon Responsive Factor 9 (IRF-9), a
DNA binding protein, forming a complex called IFN-stimu-
lated gene factor-3 (ISGF-3), that migrates into the nucleus.
Next, the ISGF-3 complex binds to a DNA element existing in
the upstream of all IFN inducible genes. This is the so-called
“classical” signal transduction pathway.

New modes of action and biochemical pathways regulated
by Type I IFNs are continually being discovered. For
example, downstream of PI3K in the signal transduction
pathway, nuclear factor kappa-B (NF-kB) and PKC-d, are
associated with anti-apoptotic effects observed in neutrophils
incubated with IFN-f (20).

More than 300 genes, called interferon induced genes, are
responsive to the IFN treatment. The most studied IFN pro-
teins are those with anti-viral properties. For example, the
enzyme of the 2,50ligosynthetase family (OAS-1 and -2)
catalyzes the synthesis of short oligoadenylates, which bind
and activate RNAsel, an enzyme that cleaves viral and cel-
Iular RNAs, thus inhibiting protein synthesis. DsRNA-acti-
vated protein kinase (PKR) phosphorylates the translation
initiation factor elF2a, also resulting in the inhibition of viral
and cellular protein syntheses. More recently, PKR was also
was found to be required for the activation of transcription
factor NF-kB, a central actor in inflammatory cytokine induc-
tion, immune modulation, and apoptosis. Mx (myxovirus-
resistance) proteins inhibit the replication of the RNA viruses
by either preventing transport of viral particles within the cell,
or transcription of viral RNA. RNA-specific adenosine
deaminase (ADAR) converts adensine to inosine, thus caus-
ing hypermutation of viral RNA genomes (21).

HulFNs possess a broad spectrum of biological activities
including anti-virus, anti-tumor, and immunoregulation func-
tions. The clinical potentials of human interferons have been
widely explored, and are summarized below.

With respect to anti-tumor applications, HulFNs may
mediate anti-tumor effects either indirectly by regulating
immunomodulatory and anti-angiogenic responses or by
directly affecting proliferation or cellular differentiation of
tumor cells (22). Interferon therapy has been used in the
treatment of various leukemias (23), for instance, hairy cell
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leukemia (24), acute and chronic myeloid leukemia (25-27),
osteosarcoma (28), basal cell carcinoma (29), glioma (30),
renal cell carcinoma (31), multiple myeloma (32), melanoma
(33), Kaposi’s sarcoma (23) and Hodgkin’s disease (34).
Combination therapy of IFN-o with cytarabine (ara-C),
5-FU, hydroxyura and IL.-2 are well studied, mostly showing
significantly better results than the HulFN-a alone (3). Syn-
ergistic treatment of advanced cancer with a combination of
HulFNs and temozolomide has also been reported (35).

With respect to anti-virus applications, HulFNs have been
used clinically for anti-viral therapy, for example, in the treat-
ment of AIDS (36), viral hepatitis including chronic hepatitis
B, hepatitis C (37, 38), papilloma virus infection (39), herpes
virus infection (40), viral encephalitis (41), and in the pro-
phylaxis of rhinitis and respiratory infections (40).

HulFNs have also been used clinically for anti-bacterial
therapy (42), for example, aerosolized HulFN-y (43) and
HulFN-a have been used in patients with multidrug-resistant
pulmonary tuberculosis (44). HulFN-y has been used in the
treatment of multidrug-resistant tuberculosis of the brain
(45).

HulFNs have also been used clinically for immunomodu-
lation therapy, for example, to prevent graft vs. host rejection,
or to curtail the progression of autoimmune diseases, such as
multiple sclerosis (46, 47) and Sjogren’s syndrome (48).
IFN-f is approved by FDA in the United States for the treat-
ment of multiple sclerosis. Recently it has been reported that
patients with multiple sclerosis have diminished production
of Type I interferons and interleukin-2 (49). In addition,
immunomodulation therapy with HulFN-a seems to be an
effective therapy in chronic myeloid leukemia (CML)
patients relapsing after born marrow transplantation (50).

With regard to vaccine adjuvantation, HulFNs has been
used clinically as an adjuvant in the treatment of melanoma
(51) and may also be used as an adjuvant or coadjuvant to
enhance or simulate the immune response in cases of prophy-
lactic or therapeutic vaccination for many other diseases (52).

HulFN-a2a was the first angiogenesis inhibitor to be used
in clinical trials and was effective in children for the treatment
of life-threatening hemangiomas (53, 54). Another clinical
indication is giant-cell tumor of the bone. Kaban et al.
reported the dramatic regression of a large, rapidly growing,
recurrent giant-cell tumor of the mandible (55).

Although HulFNs have many important clinical applica-
tions, they do exhibit significant side effects and other limi-
tations. Most cytokines, including HulFNs, have relatively
short circulation half-lives since they are produced in vivo to
act locally and transiently. Since they are typically adminis-
tered as systemic therapeutics, HulFNs need to be adminis-
tered frequently and in relatively large doses. Frequent
parenteral administrations are inconvenient and painful. Fur-
ther, toxic side effects associated with HulFNs administration
are often so severe that some people cannot tolerate the treat-
ment. These side effects are probably associated with sys-
temic administration of high dosages. Further, in clinical
studies it has been found that some patients produce antibod-
ies to rHulFN, which neutralizes its biological activity (56).

Clearly, development of novel interferon proteins with
enhanced potency is urgently needed for numerous applica-
tions, e.g., anti-cancer therapies, as well as anti-viral, immu-
notherapy, anti-parasitic, anti-bacterial, or any medical con-
dition or situation where increased interferon activity and/or
reduced side effects is required. Overall, it is highly likely that
HulFNs will play a major role in the next generation of novel
anti-tumor and anti-viral therapies (10).

It is well know in the art that the most efficient means to
improve the pharmaceutical properties of cytokine drugs is to
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mutate the cytokine protein itself. Various strategies and tech-
niques to mutate interferon peptides have evolved over time.
Generally, three strategies are currently used to create
HulFN-o. mutants.

The first strategy is to make IFN hybrids. Some researchers
have taken advantage of the presence of naturally occurring
restriction endonuclease (RE) cleavage sites within IFN-en-
coding sequences to piece together homologous coding frag-
ments (57, 58). The production of a number of hybrid IFNs
has been reviewed by Horisberger and Di Marco (11); this
article provides an overview of the process of construction of
such molecules. Specific examples of methods for the con-
struction of hybrid interferons are described. Some research-
ers have taken the advantage of PCR amplification to con-
struct mutant IFN-as to thereby create specifically-desired
nucleic acid fragments and then gain the potential of piecing
together new pieces of different IFNs (59). U.S. Pat. No.
6,685,933 (60) also describes PCR amplification techniques
to make human IFN hybrids. The interferon hybrids may be
created within an interferon subgroup, such as described in
U.S. Pat. No. 5,137,720 (61) and U.S. Pat. No. 6,685,933 (60)
or among at least two different interferon classification
groups, such as described in U.S. Pat. No. 6,174,996 (62) and
U.S. Pat. No. 6,685,933 (60). In addition, the parent genes of
the hybrid may come from one species (mostly from human),
for example, hybrids between HulFN-a and HulFN-w, or
from more than one animal species, for instance, hybrids
between human and murine interferon-as (63).

A second strategy to construct interferon mutants is to use
site-directed point mutagenesis by introducing changes of
one or more nucleotides into IFN DNA molecules (64).
Recently, systematic mutation and computational methods
are used as a guide for protein mutagenesis (65).

A third strategy for the construction of Type I HulFNs is to
shuffle IFN gene fragments which are created by RE diges-
tion, PCR amplification, chemically synthesis or DNase
digestion, followed by PCR to randomly piece the fragments
together and then amplify them. The resulting PCR products
are in fact a pool of rearranged interferon alpha gene frag-
ments which may be used to construct a DNA library, from
which DNA clones with desired phenotypes may be isolated
(66). For example, Chang et al have described a method for
constructing and screening a HulFN shuffling library to iden-
tify HulFN derivates with increased anti-viral and antiprolif-
eration activities in mouse cells (67).

Human Interferon alfacon-1 (consensus interferon) is a
recombinant non-naturally occurring HulFN-o with 166
amino acids. It has been generated by assessing the most
highly conserved amino acids in each corresponding region
based on the known cloned HulFN-a sequences. It has 89%
sequence homology at amino acid level to HulFN-a2b and a
specific anti-viral activity of approximately 10° IU/mg.
Human Interferon alfacon-1 has approved for the treatment of
chronic HCV infection in patients 18 years or older with
compensated liver disease (68).

Although some recombinant interferon proteins are known
in the prior art, there is a need for new interferon-like proteins
and protein compositions having enhanced biological activi-
ties.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with the invention, an isolated polynucle-
otide encoding a protein having human interferon-like bio-
logical activities is disclosed. In one embodiment the poly-
nucleotide comprises a nucleotide sequence at least 93%
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identical to SEQ ID No: 1. In other embodiments the nucle-
otide sequence is at least 95% identical or at least 98% iden-
tical to SEQ ID No: 1.

In one embodiment, the invention comprises a protein
selected from the group consisting of proteins each having an
amino acid sequence at least 85% identical to SEQ ID No: 2.
Preferably the protein is non-naturally occurring and has
enhanced anti-viral and anti-proliferative activity in compari-
son to human interferon alpha 2b (HulFN-a2b). For example,
the protein may have anti-viral activity at least 2 fold greater
than HulFN-a2b and anti-proliferative activity at least 10
fold greater than HulFN-a2b. In particular embodiments the
protein amino acid sequence is at least 90% identical or at
least 95% identical to SEQ 1D No: 2

The invention encompasses recombinant vectors compris-
ing the sequence of the polynucleotide and host cells contain-
ing the vectors. The invention also encompasses polypeptide
fragments exhibiting human interferon-like biological activi-
ties. The invention further includes protein constructs and
other compositions exhibiting interferon-like biological
activities, such as conjugates comprising the protein and
another moiety, such as an inorganic polymer. The invention
further includes methods and uses of the protein and the
compositions for therapeutic purposes, for example as anti-
viral or anti-cancer agents. The invention may be also be used
for treatment of other conditions responsive to interferon
therapy.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIG. 1 depicts a complete DNA sequence encoding a novel
protein of the invention referred to herein as Novaferon™
(SEQ ID No:1) (A). FIG. 1 also shows the predicted amino
acid sequence of Novaferon (SEQ ID No:2) (B), and the
alignment of the Novaferon amino acid sequence with the
Novaferon DNA sequence (C). The first amino acid, cysteine,
in the mature Novaferon protein is designated as residue 1.

FIG. 2 shows nucleotide sequence alignment of the Novat-
eron gene with the HulFN-c14 gene (Genebank number:
NM__002172) (A) and amino acid sequence alignment of the
Novaferon protein with the HulFN-a.14 protein (translated,
Genebank number: NM__002172) (B). The first amino acid,
cysteine, in the mature Novaferon protein is designated as
residue 1. Novaferon shares approximately 93% sequence
identity (462/498) with HulFN-a14 at the nucleotide level
and approximately 87% sequence identity (144/166) at the
amino acid level. Divergent nucleotides are indicated by a
blank in the middle line.

FIG. 3 shows nucleotide sequence alignment of the Novat-
eron gene with the HulFN-o2b gene (Genebank number:
NM__000605) (A) and amino acid sequence alignment of the
Novaferon protein with the HulFN-a2b protein (translated
from HulFN-a2b gene with Genebank number:
NM__000605) (B). The first amino acid, cysteine, in the
mature Novaferon protein is designated as residue 1. Novaf-
eron shares approximately 89% sequence identity (445/498)
with HulFN-a2b at the nucleotide level and approximately
81% sequence identity (135/166) at the amino acid level.
Divergent nucleotides are indicated by a blank in the middle
line.

FIG. 4 is a graph showing in vitro anti-proliferative inhi-
bition of Daudi cells by Novaferon in comparison with
HulFN-o2b.

FIG. 5 is a graph showing the in vivo anti-tumor effects of
Novaferon and HulFN-a2b in nude mice with human pros-
tate cancer PC-3 xenografts.
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FIG. 6 is a graph showing the in vivo anti-tumor eftects of
Novaferon and HulFN-a2b in nude mice with human liver
cancer Hep G2 xenografts.

FIG. 7 is a graph showing the in vivo anti-tumor eftects of
Novaferon and HulFN-a2b in nude mice with human mela-
noma A-375 xenografts.

FIG. 8 is a graph showing the in vivo anti-tumor eftects of
Novaferon and HulFN-a.2b in nude mice with colon cancer
LS 180 xenografts.

FIG. 9 is a graph showing the in vivo anti-tumor eftects of
Novaferon and HulFN-a.2b in nude mice with human leuke-
mia HL 60(S) xenografts.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Throughout the following description, specific details are
set forth in order to provide a more thorough understanding of
the invention. However, the invention may be practiced with-
out these particulars. In other instances, well-known elements
have not been shown or described in detail to avoid unneces-
sarily obscuring the invention. Accordingly, the specification
and drawings are to be regarded in an illustrative, rather than
a restrictive, sense.

Definition Of Terms

Before describing the present invention in detail, it is to be
understood that this invention is not limited to the particular
protein molecules, methodology, protocols, cell lines, vec-
tors, and reagents described as such may vary. It is also to be
understood that the terminology used herein is for the purpose
of describing particular embodiments only, and is not
intended to limit the scope of the present invention which will
be limited only by the appended claims.

In order to make the invention described herein more fully
understood, the following terms are employed, and intended
to be defined as indicated below. It is to be understood that the
terminology used herein is for the purpose of describing
particular embodiments only, and is not intended to limit the
scope of the present invention which will be limited only by
the appended claims.

Unless defined otherwise, all technical and scientific terms
used herein have the same meanings as commonly under-
stood by one of ordinary skill in the art to which this invention
belongs. All publications mentioned herein are incorporated
herein by reference for the purpose of describing and disclos-
ing the cell lines, vectors, and methodologies which are
reported in the publications and which might be used in
connection with the invention. Nothing herein is to be con-
strued as an admission that the invention is not entitled to
antedate such disclosures by virtue of prior invention.

Theterm “interferon” refers to a family of secreted proteins
produced by a variety of eukaryotic cells upon exposure to
various environmental stimuli, including virus infection or
exposure to a mitogen. In addition to having anti-viral prop-
erties, interferons have been shown to affect a wide variety of
cellular functions. All interferon units are expressed herein
with reference to WHO international standards, 94/786
(tHulFN-a consensus) and 95/650 (rHulFN-a.2a).

The term “interferon-like” refers to functional and/or
structural features exhibited by or similar to known interfer-
ons or interferon analogues. For example, “interferon-like
biological activities” includes anti-viral and anti-proliferative
activities. Other examples of interferon-like biological activi-
ties are described herein and would be understood by a person
skilled in the art. The plural term “activities” includes the
singular term “activity”; that is, the invention encompasses
recombinant proteins or other protein constructs or composi-
tions which exhibit at least one interferon-like activity.
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The term “consensus interferon” refers to a type of syn-
thetic interferon having an amino acid sequence that is a
rough average of the sequences of all the known human alpha
interferon sub-types. It has been reported that consensus
interferon has a higher (about 5-fold) anti-viral, anti-prolif-
eration and NK cell activation activity than any natural human
IFN-a. subtype.

The term “isolated” as used herein refers to molecules,
such as DNA or RNA, that have been removed from their
native environment. For example, recombinant DNA mol-
ecules contained in a vector are considered isolated for the
purposes of the present invention. Further examples of iso-
lated DNA molecules include recombinant DNA molecules
maintained in heterologous host cells or purified (partially or
substantially) DNA molecules in solution. “Isolated” DNA
also includes DNA molecules recovered from a library which
may contain natural or artificial DNA fragments of'interest, as
well as chemically synthesized nucleic acids. Isolated nucleic
acids may therefore be recombinantly produced.

The term “nucleotide sequence” refers to a sequence of
nucleotides comprising an oligonucleotide, polynucleotide or
nucleic acid molecule, and fragments or portions thereof. In
the case of a DNA molecule, the sequence may comprise a
series of deoxyribonucleotides and in the case of an RNA
molecule the sequence may comprise a corresponding series
of ribonucleotides. The oligonucleotide, polynucleotide or
nucleic acid molecule may be single- or double-stranded and
the nucleotide sequence may represent the sense or antisense
strand.

The terms “oligonucleotide fragment™ or a “polynucle-
otide fragment”, “portion,” or “segment” or “probe” or
“primer” are used interchangeably and refer to a sequence of
nucleotide residues which are at least about 5 nucleotides in
length. Preferably the fragments can be used to hybridize to a
target nucleotide sequence. A primer serves as an initiation
point for nucleotide polymerization catalyzed by either DNA
polymerase, RNA polymerase or reverse transcriptase. A
fragment or segment may uniquely identify each polynucle-
otide sequence of the present invention. Preferably the frag-
ment comprises a sequence substantially similar to SEQ ID
NO: 1.

The terms “protein” or “peptide” or “oligopeptide” or
“polypeptide refer to naturally occurring or synthetic mol-
ecules comprising a sequence of amino acids.

The term “open reading frame,” or ORF, means a series of
nucleotide triplets coding for amino acids without any termi-
nation codon and usually denotes a sequence translatable into
a protein.

The term “mature protein coding sequence” refers to a
sequence which encodes a protein or peptide without a signal
or leader sequence. The protein may have been produced by
processing in the cell which removes any leader/signal
sequence. The protein may be produced synthetically or by
using a polynucleotide only encoding only the mature protein
coding sequence.

The terms “purified” or “substantially purified” as used
herein means that the indicated protein is present in the sub-
stantial absence of other biological macromolecules, e.g.,
other proteins, polypeptides and the like. The protein is puri-
fied such that it constitutes at least 95% by weight of the
indicated biological macromolecules present (but water, buft-
ers, and other small molecules, especially molecules having a
molecular weight of less than 1000 daltons, can be present).

The term “recombinant expression vehicle or vector”
refers to a plasmid or phage or virus or vector, for expressing
a protein from a DNA (RNA) sequence. An expression
vehicle can comprise a transcriptional unit comprising an
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assembly of (1) a genetic element or elements having a regu-
latory role in gene expression, for example, promoters or
enhancers, (2) a structural or coding sequence which is tran-
scribed into mRNA and translated into protein, and (3) appro-
priate transcription initiation and termination sequences.
Structural units intended for use in yeast or eukaryotic expres-
sion systems preferably include a leader sequence enabling
extracellular secretion of translated protein by a host cell.
Alternatively, where recombinant protein is expressed with-
out a leader or transport sequence, it may include an amino
terminal methionine residue. This residue may or may not be
subsequently cleaved from the expressed recombinant pro-
tein to provide a final product.

The term “substantial similarity” refers to a nucleic acid or
fragment thereof which has a high degree of sequence identity
with another nucleic acid when optimally aligned with the
other nucleic acid or its complementary strand. The sequence
identity or homology may be determined using sequence
analysis software, for example, BLASTN. A first nucleic acid
is considered to be substantially similar to a second nucleic
acid if they show sequence identity of at least about 85-95%
or greater when optimally aligned. For example, to determine
sequence identity or homology between two different nucleic
acids, the BLASTN program “BLAST 2 sequences” is used.
This program is available for public use from the National
Center for Biotechnology Information (NCBI) over the Inter-
net (http://http://www.ncbinlm.nih.gov/blast/b12seq/
wblast2.egi) (69). By way of non-limiting example, such
comparisons may be made using the software set to default
settings (expect=10, filter=default, open gap=5, extension
gap=2 penalties, gap x dropotf=50). Likewise, a first protein
or polypeptide is considered to be substantially similar to a
second protein or polypeptide if they show sequence identity
of at least about 85%-95% or greater when optimally aligned
and compared using BLAST software (blastp) using default
settings.

By way of further illustration, a polynucleotide having a
nucleotide sequence at least, for example, 95% “identical” to
a reference nucleotide sequence encoding a protein, means
that the nucleotide sequence of the polynucleotide is identical
to the reference sequence except that the polynucleotide
sequence may include up to five point mutations per each 100
nucleotides of the reference nucleotide sequence encoding
the protein. In other words, to obtain a polynucleotide having
a nucleotide sequence at least 95% identical to a reference
nucleotide sequence, up to 5% of the nucleotides in the ref-
erence sequence may be deleted or substituted with another
nucleotide, or a number of nucleotides up to 5% of the total
nucleotides in the reference sequence may be inserted into the
reference sequence.

The terms “complementary” or “complementarity”, as
used herein, refer to the natural binding of polynucleotides
under permissive salt and temperature conditions by base-
pairing. For example, the sequence “A-G-T” binds to the
complementary sequence “T-C-A”. Complementarity
between two single-stranded molecules may be “partial”, in
which only some of the nucleic acids bind, or it may be
complete when total complementarity exists between the
single stranded molecules. The degree of complementarity
between nucleic acid strands has significant effects on the
efficiency and strength of hybridization between nucleic acid
strands. This is of particular importance in amplification reac-
tions, which depend upon binding between nucleic acid
strands.

The term “transformation” means introducing DNA into
an organism so that the DNA is replicable, either as an extra-
chromosomal element, or by chromosomal integration. The
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term “transfection” refers to the taking up of an expression
vector by a suitable host cell, whether or not any coding
sequences are in fact expressed.

The terms “treatment”, “treating” and grammatical equiva-
lents thereof, are used in the broadest sense and include
therapeutic treatment, prevention, prophylaxis and ameliora-
tion of certain undesired symptoms or conditions.

The terms “biologically activity” and “biological activi-
ties” as used herein, refers to structural, regulatory, biochemi-
cal or other biological functions in living systems, for
example similar or identical to naturally or non-naturally
occurring molecules.

The term “anti-proliferation” and “anti-proliferative” as
used herein refers to slowing and/or preventing the growth
and division of cells, resulting in the reduction of the total cell
number and/or reduction the percentage of the target cells in
any one or all of the cell cycle phases. Cells may further be
specified as being arrested in a particular cell cycle stage: G1
(Gap 1), S phase (DNA synthesis), G2 (Gap 2) or M phase
(mitosis). The term “anti-proliferative activity” as used herein
refers to the activity of a protein, protein construct, or com-
position which inhibits cell proliferation, especially neoplas-
tic cell proliferative, e.g., cancer cells, either in vitro or in
vivo.

The term “anti-tumor” or “anti-cancer” as used herein
refers to counteracting or preventing the formation of malig-
nant tumors. The “anti-tumor activity” or “anti-cancer activ-
ity” when used herein refers to the activity of a protein,
protein construct, or composition which inhibits cell prolif-
eration, especially neoplastic cell proliferation, e.g., of cancer
cells, either in vitro or in vivo.

The term “ICs,”, or the “half maximal inhibitory concen-
tration”, represents the concentration of an inhibitor, such as
a protein, that is required for 50% inhibition of cell growth in
vitro.

The terms “anti-viral” and “anti-virus” as used herein
refers to slowing and/or preventing virus infection of cells or
interfering with virus replication in cells in vitro and/or in
vivo, resulting in slowing or stopping of virus propagation, or
reduction in the total number of virus particles. The “anti-
viral activity” as used herein means the activity of a protein,
protein construct, or composition that inhibits viral infections
or interferes with viral replication, either in vitro and/or in
vivo.

Novaferon Protein

The present invention relates to the preparation and char-
acterization of a novel human interferon-like protein, referred
to herein as “Novaferon”™. As described in detail below, the
Novaferon protein exhibits enhanced anti-viral and anti-pro-
liferative biological activities in comparison to naturally
occurring HulFN-a2b as measured in standard in vitro tests.
In particular, the Novaferon protein shows a 12.5-fold
increase in anti-viral activity when tested in a Wish-VSV
system, and about a 400-fold improvement in anti-prolifera-
tive inhibition of Daudi cell growth as compared to HulFN-
a2b in the same testing systems.

In one embodiment, the Novaferon protein is encoded by a
polynucleotide consisting of 498 nucleotides as shown in
SEQ ID No: 1 and FIG. 1(A). The mature Novaferon protein
consists of 166 amino acids as shown in SEQ ID No: 2 and
FIG. 1(B). The polynucleotide and amino acid sequences and
variants thereof which are encompassed by the invention are
described in further detail below.

For comparison purposes, the homology of Novaferon
with naturally occurring HulFNs was explored by the inven-
tors. BLAST searches revealed that Novaferon has the high-
est homology to HulFN-a14 at both the nucleotide and amino
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acid levels. As shown in FIG. 2, the polynucleotide sequence
(SEQ ID No: 1) encoding Novaferon has a homology of
approximately 93% (462/498) to HulFN-a14 and the amino
acid sequence has a homology of approximately 87% (144/
166) to HulFN-c.14. In comparison to HulFN-a2b, the most-
widely used human interferon product, the homology is
approximately 89% at nucleotide level (445/498) and
approximately 81% (135/166) at amino acid level, as shown
in FIG. 3.

In regard to synthetic IFN alfacon-1 (consensus inter-
feron), Novaferon has approximately 91% sequence identity
at the nucleotide level (453/498) and approximately 84%
sequence identity at the amino acid level (140/166).

As described in detail in the experimental section below,
the polynucleotide sequence (SEQ ID No: 1) was selected
from a DNA shuffling library of Type I human interferon.
Briefly, the Novaferon protein was produced by transfection
of host cells with a recombinant vector containing the com-
plete polynucleotide sequence of SEQ ID No: 1. The Novaf-
eron protein contained in the supernatant of the host cell-line
was purified and shown to exhibit human interferon-like bio-
logical activities, such as anti-viral and anti-proliferative
functions.

Polynucleotide and Variants

The novel polynucleotide sequence/nucleic acid molecule
of'the present invention consists of 498 nucleotides as shown
in FIG. 1 (SEQ ID No: 1). Using the information provided
herein, such as the nucleotide sequence, a nucleic acid mol-
ecule of the present invention encoding a Novaferon protein
(SEQ ID No: 2) may be obtained by recombinant expression,
chemical synthesis or by using other standard molecular biol-
ogy procedures, such as those for DNA mutagenesis.

The invention, in addition to the isolated nucleic acid mol-
ecule (SEQ ID No: 1), also includes DNA molecules having
sequences which are different from the DNA sequence dis-
closed in SEQ ID No: 1 but, due to the degeneracy of the
genetic code, still encode the same or substantially the same
amino acid sequence of the Novaferon protein (SEQ ID No:
2). The genetic codes and species-specific codon preferences
are well known in the art. Thus, it would be routine for one
skilled in the art to generate the degenerate variants of DNA
sequences different from the DNA sequence of SEQ ID No: 1,
for instance, to optimize codon expression for a particular
host (e.g., to change codons in the human mRNA to those
preferred by a bacterial host such as E. coli).

The invention further provides an isolated nucleic acid
molecule having the nucleotide sequence shown in FIG. 1
(SEQID No: 1), or anucleic acid molecule having a sequence
complementary to the nucleic acid sequence in SEQ ID No: 1.
The present invention also provides information about and
relates to the recombinant vectors, which include the isolated
nucleic acid molecules of the present invention, and to host
cells containing the recombinant vectors, as well as to the
methods of making such vectors and creating host cells that
express the Novaferon protein, and using the host cells for the
production of Novaferon by recombinant techniques.

Based onthe nucleic acid sequence of the present invention
(SEQID No:1, FIG. 1(A), the invention encompasses nucleic
acid molecules which are substantially similar thereto, such
as nucleic acids having at least about 85-95% or greater
sequence identity to SEQ ID No: 1 when optimally aligned.
For example, in one aspect nucleic acids having about 93%,
95%, 96%, 97%, 98% or 99% sequence identity to the nucle-
otide sequence shown in SEQ ID No: 1 are within the scope of
the invention, irrespective of whether they encode proteins or
polypeptides having biological activities similar to Novaf-
eron (such activities include but are not limited to enhanced
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anti-viral, anti-proliferative and anti-tumor functions in com-
parison with HulFNs). Such nucleic acid molecules could be
used, for example, as probes for the detection of mRNA in
cells already transfected with a vector containing the nucle-
otide sequence of the present invention for the production of
Novaferon. In another words, these nucleic acid sequences at
least about 93%, 95%, 96%, 97%, 98% or 99% identical to the
sequence shownin SEQ ID No: 1 could be used as markers for
determining the expression of the heterologous genes in a
host cell.

Further, the invention includes a polynucleotide compris-
ing any portion of at least about 30 contiguous nucleotides,
preferably at least about 50 contiguous nucleotides, of SEQ
ID No: 1.

More generally, this invention includes and covers the frag-
ments of any and all isolated nucleic acid molecules that are
identical to the partial sequence(s) of the nucleotide sequence
shown in FIG. 1 (SEQ ID No: 1). In one embodiment such
fragments may be at least about 15 nucleotides in length and
are useful as diagnostic probes and primers as discussed
herein. Furthermore, this invention includes and covers larger
fragments that are about 50 nucleotides or longer in length.

In addition to the nucleic acid sequence disclosed in SEQ
ID No: 1 encoding the Novaferon protein, the present inven-
tion also includes but is not limited to nucleic acid sequences
that encode the amino acid sequence of the complete Novaf-
eron protein together with extra amino acids/peptide(s)/
polypeptide(s), for example an added secretory leader
sequence.

Also included in the invention are the sequences of nucleic
acids that have the nucleic acid sequence disclosed in SEQ ID
No: 1 as well as additional, non-coding sequences, including,
for example but not limiting to, introns and non-coding 5'and
3' sequences, such as the transcribed, non-translated
sequences that play arole in transcription, mRNA processing
(i.e. splicing and polyadenylation signals, ribosome binding
and stability of mRNA), and additional coding sequences
which encode additional amino acids with or without func-
tionalities.

The present invention further relates to the variants of the
nucleic acid molecules of the present invention (SEQ ID No:
1), which encode portions, analogs or derivatives of the
Novaferon protein. Variants may be obtained by screening an
interferon shuffling library or using mutagenesis techniques
or/and other known techniques described in the art.

As explained above, such variants may include those pro-
duced by nucleotide insertions, deletions or substitutions.
The insertions, deletions or substitutions may involve one or
more nucleotides. These mutations may occur at the 5' or 3'
terminal positions of the reference nucleotide sequence or
anywhere between those terminal positions, interspersed
either individually among nucleotides in the reference
sequence or in one or more contiguous groups within the
reference sequence. Alterations may produce conservative or
non-conservative amino acid substitutions, deletions or addi-
tions. Especially preferred among these are silent substitu-
tions, additions and/or deletions, which do not alter the prop-
erties and activities of the Novaferon protein or portions
thereof. Also especially preferred in this regard are conserva-
tive substitutions.

One aspect of the invention provides an isolated nucleic
acid molecule comprising a polynucleotide having a nucle-
otide sequence at least 93% identical, and more preferably at
least about 95%, 96%, 97%, 98% or 99% identical to a poly-
nucleotide selected from the group consisting of: (a) a nucle-
otide sequence encoding the Novaferon protein having the
complete amino acid sequence in SEQ ID No: 2 (i.e., posi-
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tions 1-166 of SEQ ID No: 2); and (b) a nucleotide sequence
encoding a biologically active fragment of the protein of (a);
and (c) a nucleotide sequence complementary to any of the
nucleotide sequences in (a) or (b) above.

Due to the degeneracy of the genetic code, one with ordi-
nary skill in the art will immediately recognize that a large
number of the nucleic acid molecules having a sequence at
least about 93%, 95%, 96%, 97%, 98%, or 99% identical to
the nucleic acid sequence of the nucleic acid sequence shown
in FIG. 1 (SEQID No: 1) will encode a protein having activity
similar or identical to the Novaferon protein. In fact, since
degenerate variants all encode the same protein, this will be
clear to the skilled artisan even without performing a com-
parison assay. It will be further recognized in the art that, for
such nucleic acid molecules that are not degenerate variants,
a reasonable number will also encode a protein having inter-
feron-like biological activities. This is because the skilled
artisan is fully aware of amino acid substitutions that are
either less likely or not likely to significantly affect protein
function (e.g., replacing one aliphatic amino acid with a sec-
ond aliphatic amino acid), as further described below. For
example, guidance concerning how to make phenotypically
silent amino acid substitutions is provided by Bowie et al
(70), wherein the authors indicate that many proteins are
tolerant of amino acid substitutions.

Protein and Polypeptide Variants and Constructs

The present invention encompasses the Novaferon protein
of SEQ ID:2 and proteins or polypeptide variants which are
substantially similar thereto, such as non-naturally occurring
proteins having at least about 85-95% or greater amino acid
sequence identity to SEQ ID No: 2. For example, non-natu-
rally occurring proteins having at least about 85%, 90%, 95%,
96%, 97%, 98% or 99% sequence identity to the amino acid
sequence shown in SEQ ID No: 2 are within the scope of the
invention. Further, the Novaferon protein of the invention
may be structurally modified by fusing it to other proteins or
protein fragments or other molecules for the purpose of
enhancing its functions and properties. Examples include but
are not limited to fusing it to other proteins/protein fragments
to increase its expression or to further stabilize the Novaferon
protein.

In one embodiment, the Novaferon-encoding nucleic acid
sequence and/or Novaferon proteins of the invention may be
labeled with a label other than the scaffold. “Labeled” herein
means that a compound of the nucleic acid sequence (SEQ ID
No: 1) or the Novaferon protein (SEQ ID No: 2) has been
attached with at least one element, isotope or other chemicals
(labels) to enable the detection of the compound. In general,
labels fall into three classes: a) isotopic labels, which may be
radioactive or heavy isotopes; b) immune labels, which may
be antibodies or antigens; and ¢) colored or fluorescent dyes.
The labels may be incorporated into the compound at any
position.

Once made, the Novaferon protein may also be covalently
modified. One type of covalent modification includes treating
the Novaferon protein with an organic derivatizing agent that
is capable of reacting with selected side chains or the N- or
C-terminal residues of the Novaferon protein. Derivatization
with bifunctional agents is useful, for instance, for crosslink-
ing the Novaferon protein to a water-insoluble support matrix
or surface for use in the purification of anti-Novaferon anti-
bodies or screening assays. Commonly used crosslinking
agents include 1,1-bis(diazoacetyl)-2-phenylethane, glut-
araldehyde, N-hydroxysuccinimide esters (for example,
esters with 4-azidosalicylic acid), homobifunctional imi-
doesters including disuccinimidyl esters such as 3,3'-dithio-
bis(succinimidylpropionate), bifunctional maleimides such
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as bis-N-maleimido-1,8-octane and agents such as methyl-3-
[(p-azidophenyl)dithio]propioimidate.

Other modifications of the Novaferon protein include: dea-
midation of glutaminyl and asparaginyl residues to the cor-
responding glutamyl and aspartyl residues, respectively;
hydroxylation of proline and lysine; phosphorylation of
hydroxyl groups of seryl or threonyl residues; methylation of
the -amino groups of lysine, arginine, and histidine side
chains (71); acetylaffon of the N-terminal amine; and amida-
tion of any C-terminal carboxyl group.

Another type of covalent modification of the Novaferon
protein of the present invention comprises altering the native
glycosylation pattern of the protein. This may be achieved,
for example, by (1) deleting and/or adding one or more car-
bohydrate moieties found in the native sequence of the Novaf-
eron protein, or (2) adding and/or deleting one or more gly-
cosylation sites that do not exist in the native sequence of the
Novaferon protein.

Addition of glycosylation sites to Novaferon protein may
be accomplished by altering the amino acid sequence of the
Novaferon protein. The alteration may be made, for example,
by the addition of, or substitution by, one or more serine or
threonine residues to the native sequence of the Novaferon
protein (for O-linked glycosylation sites). The alternation of
the amino acid sequence of the Novaferon protein could be
achieved through changes at the DNA level, particularly by
mutating the DNA sequence encoding the Novaferon protein
at pre-selected nucleotide bases so that the altered codons
would translate into the desired amino acids.

Another means of increasing the numbers of carbohydrate
moieties on the Novaferon protein is by chemical or enzy-
matic coupling of glycosides to the protein. Such methods are
described in the art, for example, as early as 1981, Aplin ] D
and Wriston J C Jr. had described the preparation, properties,
and applications of carbohydrate conjugates of proteins and
lipids (72).

Removal of carbohydrate moieties presented on the Novat-
eron protein may be accomplished chemically or enzymati-
cally or by mutational substitution of the codons that encode
the amino acid residues that serve as targets for glycosylation.
Chemical deglycosylation techniques are known in the art
and described, for instance, by Edge A S et al. (73). Enzy-
matic cleavage of carbohydrate moieties on polypeptides can
be achieved by the use of a variety of endo- and exo-glycosi-
dases as described by Thotakura et al (74).

Such derivatized constructs may include moieties improv-
ing the solubility, absorption, permeability across the blood
brain barrier, biological halflife, etc. Such moieties or modi-
fications of Novaferon protein may alternatively eliminate or
attenuate any possible undesirable side effects of the protein
and the like. Moieties capable of mediating such effects are
disclosed, for example, in Remington: The Science and Prac-
tice of Pharmacy. (75).

Another type of covalent modification of Novaferon com-
prises linking the Novaferon protein to one of a variety of
non-proteinaceous polymers, e.g., polyethylene glycol,
polypropylene glycol, or polyoxyalkylenes, for example in
the manner set forth in U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,640,835(76); 4,496,
689 (77); 4,791,192 (78) or 4,179,337(79).

Further, the Novaferon protein of the present invention
may also be modified in a way to form chimeric molecules
comprising a Novaferon protein fused to another heterolo-
gous polypeptide or amino acid sequence. In one embodi-
ment, such a chimeric molecule comprises a fusion com-
pound of a Novaferon protein with a tag polypeptide which
provides an epitope to which an anti-tag antibody can selec-
tively bind. The epitope tag is generally placed at the amino-
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or carboxyl-terminus of the Novaferon protein. The presence
of such epitope-tagged forms of a Novaferon protein can be
detected using an antibody against the tag polypeptide. Also,
provision of the epitope tag enables the Novaferon protein to
be readily purified by affinity purification using an anti-tag
antibody or another type of affinity matrix that binds to the
epitope tag. In an alternative embodiment, the chimeric mol-
ecule may comprise a fusion compound of a Novaferon pro-
tein with an immunoglobulin or a particular region/fragment
of'an immunoglobulin. For example, to form a bivalent form
of the chimeric molecule, the Novaferon protein could be
fused to the Fc region of an IgG molecule.

Various tag polypeptides and their respective antibodies
are well known in the art. Examples include poly-histidine
(poly-his) or poly-histidine-glycine (poly-his-gly) tags; the
flu HA tag polypeptide and its antibody 12CAS (80); the
c-myc tag and the 8F9, 3C7, 6E10, G4, B7 and 9E10 anti-
bodies thereto (81); and the Herpes Simplex virus glycopro-
tein D (gD) tag and its antibody (82). Other tag polypeptides
include the Flag-peptide (83); tubulin epitope peptide (84)
and the T7 gene 10 protein peptide tag (85).

Furthermore, the Novaferon protein of the present inven-
tion can be produced by chemical synthetic procedures
known to those of ordinary skill in the art. For example,
polypeptides up to about 80-90 amino acid residues in length
may be produced on a commercially available peptide syn-
thesizer model 433 A (Applied Biosystems, Inc., Foster City,
Calif. US). Moreover, the longer chemically synthesized pep-
tides up to 120 residues are also commercially available, for
example, from Bio-synthesis, Inc. Lewisville, Tex. USA).
Thus, as will be readily appreciated, the full-length mature
Novaferon protein can be produced synthetically (for
example, in fragments which may then be connected
together).

Therefore, the Novaferon protein of the present invention
(SEQ ID No: 2) includes all the protein and polypeptide
preparations and constructs that have the same amino acid
sequence disclosed in SEQ ID No: 2, despite whether these
Novaferon proteins and protein derivatives are produced by
chemically-synthetic procedures, and/or by recombinant
techniques from prokaryotic or eukaryotic host cells or other
cells and hosts, including but not limiting to bacterials, yeasts,
plants, insects and mammalian cells. Depending on the hosts
employed in a recombinant production method, the proteins
of the present invention may be glycosylated or non-glyco-
sylated, pegylated or non-pegylated. In addition, proteins of
the invention may also include an initial modified methionine
residue, in some cases as a result of host-mediated processes.
Thus, it is well known in the art that the N-terminal methion-
ine encoded by the translation initiation codon is generally
removed, with high efficiency, from any proteins after trans-
lation in all eukaryotic cells. While the N-terminal methion-
ine on most proteins also is efficiently removed in most
prokaryotes, for some proteins this prokaryotic removal pro-
cess is inefficient, depending on the nature of the amino acid
to which the N-terminal methionine is covalently linked.
Production

The present invention also relates to the recombinant vec-
tors which consist of the isolated DNA molecules of the
present invention, to host cells which are genetically engi-
neered/transfected with the recombinant vectors, and to the
production of the Novaferon protein or fragments thereof by
recombinant techniques. The vector may be, for example, a
plasmid, phage, viral or retroviral vector. Retroviral vectors
may be replication competent or replication defective. In the
latter case, viral propagation generally will occur only in
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complementing host cells. Examples describing in detail the
production of Novaferon are set forth below.

Preferred vectors for the expression of the Novaferon pro-
tein of the present invention include, but are not limited to,
vectors comprising cis-acting control regions effective for
expression in a host operatively linked to the polynucleotide
to be expressed. Appropriate trans-acting factors are supplied
either by the host, by a complementing vector or by the vector
itself upon introduction into the host.

The nucleic acid sequence disclosed in present invention
(SEQ ID No: 1) may be operatively linked to an appropriate
promoter. ‘“Promoter” herein means any nucleic acid
sequences capable of binding RNA polymerase and initiating
an extron (usually at the downstream (3")) transcription of the
coding sequence for the Novaferon protein into mRNA. A
bacterial promoter has a transcription initiation region which
is usually placed proximal to the 5' end of the coding
sequence. This transcription initiation region typically
includes an RNA polymerase binding site and a transcription
initiation site. Sequences encoding metabolic pathway
enzymes provide particularly useful promoter sequences.
Examples include promoter sequences derived from sugar
metabolizing enzymes, such as galactose, lactose and mal-
tose, and sequences derived from biosynthetic enzymes such
as tryptophan. Promoters from bacteriophage may also be
used and are known in the art. In addition, synthetic promot-
ers and hybrid promoters are also useful; for example, the tac
promoter is a hybrid of the trp and lac promoter sequences.
Furthermore, a bacterial promoter can include naturally
occurring promoters of non-bacterial origin that have the
ability to bind bacterial RNA polymerase and initiate tran-
scription. The preferred bacteria promoters include, but are
not limited to, E. coli laci, trp, phoA and lacZ promoters, the
T3 and T7 promoters, the gpt promoter, the lambda PR, PL.
promoters and the trp promoter

Eukaryotic promoters have a transcription initiating
region, which is usually placed proximal to the 5' end of the
coding sequence, and a TATA box, usually located 25-30 base
pairs (bp) upstream of the transcription initiation site. The
TATA box is thought to direct RNA polymerase II to begin
RNA synthesis at the correct site. A mammalian promoter
also contains an upstream promoter element (enhancer ele-
ment), typically located within 100 to 200 base pairs
upstream of the TATA box. An upstream promoter element
determines the rate at which transcription is initiated and can
act in either orientation. Of particular use as mammalian
promoters are the promoters from mammalian viral genes,
since the viral genes are often highly expressed and have a
broad host range. Examples include the SV40 early promoter,
mouse mammary tumor virus LTR promoter. Preferred ani-
mal cell promoters include, but are not limited to, adenovirus
major late promoter, herpes simplex virus promoter, and the
CMYV promoter. Among known eukaryotic promoters suit-
able inthis regard are the CMV immediate early promoter, the
elongation factor 1 alpha (EF1A) promoter, the HSV thymi-
dine kinase promoter, the early and late SV40 promoters, and
the promoters of retroviral LTRs, such as those of the Rous
sarcoma virus (“RSV”). Preferred promoter sequences for
expression in yeast include the inducible GAL1/10 promoter,
the promoters from alcohol dehydrogenase, enolase, glucoki-
nase, glucose-6-phosphate isomerase, glyceraldehyde-3-
phosphate-dehydrogenase, hexokinase, phosphofructoki-
nase, 3-phosphoglycerate mutase, pyruvate kinase, and the
acid phosphatase gene.

Vectors for propagation and expression also generally
include one or more selectable markers. Such markers may be
suitable for amplification or the vectors may contain addi-
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tional markers for this purpose. In this regard, the expression
vectors preferably contain one or more selectable marker
genes to provide a phenotypic trait for the selection of the
transfected host cells, although those skilled in the art will
recognize that certain system-selectable markers may be pro-
vided on separate vectors. Preferred markers include, for
example, ampicillin (Amp), tetracycline (Tet) or hygromycin
(HYG) resistance genes for culturing in £. co/i and other
bacterias. Yeast-selectable markers include ADE2, HIS4,
LEU2, TRP1, and ALG7, which confer resistance to tunica-
mycin; the neomycin phosphotransferase gene, which con-
fers resistance to G418; and the CUPI gene, which allows
yeast to grow in the presence of copper ions. Animal cell-
selectable makers include dihydrofolate reductase (DHFR)
gene, neomycin (Neo) or hygromycin (HYG) resistance
genes.

Further, vectors for propagation and expression commonly
contain one or more sites for transcription initiation, termi-
nation and, in the transcribed region, a ribosome binding site
for translation. The coding portion of the transcripts
expressed by the constructs preferably includes a translation
initiating codon at the beginning and a termination codon
(UAA, UGA or UAG) appropriately positioned at the end of
the DNA sequence to be translated. Selection of promoters,
terminators, selectable markers, vectors and other elements is
a matter of routine design within the level of ordinary skill in
the art. Many such elements are described in the literature and
are available through commercial suppliers.

The following vectors are commercially available, and are
preferred for use in bacterias: pPBV220 (86) and its derivates
from Shanghai Sangon; pQE series from Qiagen; pET vectors
from Qiagen; pBS vectors, Phagescript vectors, Bluescript
vectors, pPNH8A, pNH16a, pNH18A, pNH46A from Strat-
agene; and ptrc99a, pKK223-3, pKK233-3, pDR540, pRITS
from Pharmacia. Among preferred eukaryotic vectors are pCI
vectors from Promega, pcDNA vectors from Invitrogen,
pSV2CAT, pOG44, pXT1 and pSG from Stratagene; and
pSVK3, pBPV, pMSG and pSVL from Pharmacia. These
vectors are listed solely as examples to demonstrate that many
commercially available and well known vectors are available
to those of skill in the art for use in the production of the
Novaferon protein disclosed in the present invention by
genetic/recombinant methods.

In certain preferred embodiments in this regard, the vectors
provide means for specific expression. Such specific expres-
sion may be inducible expression or expression only in cer-
tain types of cells or may be both inducible and cell-specific.
Particularly preferred among inducible vectors are vectors
that can be induced to express by environmental factors that
are easy to manipulate, such as temperature and nutrient
additives. A variety of vectors suitable for this application,
including constitutive and inducible expression vectors for
use in prokaryotic and eukaryotic hosts, are well known and
employed routinely by those of skill in the art.

The vector containing the DNA sequence disclosed in SEQ
ID No: 1, for instance, as well as an appropriate promoter, and
other appropriate control sequences, may be introduced,
using a variety of art-known techniques, into an appropriate
host cell suitable for the expression of a desired protein.
Representatives of such suitable hosts include bacterial cells,
such as E. coli, Bacillus subtilis, Streptomyces cells; yeast
cells, such as Pichia pastoris cells; insect cells, such as
Drosophila S2 and Spodoptera ST9 cells; mammalian cells
such as CHO and COS; and plant cells. Hosts for a great
variety of expression constructs are well known, and those of
skill art will be able, with the information disclosed in the
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present invention, to readily select a host for expressing the
Novaferon protein disclosed in SEQ ID No: 2.

Host cells can be genetically engineered to incorporate
Novaferon-encoding polynucleotides and express Novaferon
proteins of the present invention. For instance, Novaferon-
encoding polynucleotides may be introduced into host cells
using art-known techniques of transfection. Such methods are
described in many standard laboratory manuals, such as those
discussed by Kingston (87). Novaferon-encoding polynucle-
otides may be introduced/transfected alone or with other
polynucleotides. Such other polynucleotides may be intro-
duced independently, co-introduced or introduced jointly
with the Novaferon-encoding polynucleotides disclosed in
SEQ ID No: 1.

For example, Novaferon-encoding polynucleotides of the
invention may be transfected into host cells together with a
separate polynucleotide encoding a selectable marker for co-
transfection and selection of the marker in mammalian cells.
Alternatively, the Novaferon-encoding polynucleotides may
be incorporated into a vector containing a selectable marker-
encoding DNA sequence for inducing propagation in the host
cells.

The engineered host cells transfected with the vectors con-
taining the Novaferon-encoding polynucleotide can be cul-
tured in conventional nutrient media which may be modified
specifically for activating promoters, selecting transformants
or amplifying the target genes. Culturing conditions such as
temperature, pH, etc. are adjusted and suitable for the selected
host cells to express the Novaferon protein of the present
invention.

Suitable secretion signals may be incorporated and co-
expressed with the Novaferon protein for promoting the
secretion of the translated protein polypeptide into the lumen
of the endoplasmic reticulum, into the periplasmic space or
into the extracellular environment.

Purification

A suitable host cell type is usually selected for the expres-
sion of the target recombinant protein, depending on the
nature of the target protein and consideration of other condi-
tions, such as the production costs, whether to scale up easily,
size of industrial production, etc. The clones of the trans-
fected cells that express the target protein with the highest
yield are then selected, and the final clone with the optimal
expression is named the target protein-expressing cell line
and used for the production of the target protein. The cell line
expressing the target protein is grown in amedium containing
various nutrients. For optimal growth of the cells and/or opti-
mal expression of the target protein, various agents or condi-
tions are used to induce the selective promoter incorporated
with the cDNA sequence of the target protein in the trans-
fected vector. If the host cell type/expression system is bac-
teria, the cultured cells are harvested from the medium, typi-
cally by centrifugation. The bodies of the harvested cells are
broken by physical or chemical means, and the harvested
crude extracts, which contain the synthesized target protein,
are retained for further purification of the protein. The meth-
ods applied to the disruption of the microbial cells include but
are not limited to freeze-thaw cycling, sonication, mechanical
disruption, or use of cell lysing agents. Such methods are well
known to those skilled in the art.

The inventors used the bacteria. E. coli, as the host cell for
the expression of recombinant Novaferon protein. As
described below. E. coli. was transfected with the vector that
contained the Novaferon-encoding polynucleotide sequence,
and one strain of £. coli. thathad the optimal expression of the
Novaferon protein was selected for the production of Novaf-
eron protein. Once synthesized, the protein may be retained in
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the cytoplasm as insoluble granules, or may be secreted into
the cytoplasm in soluble form. In the former case, the gran-
ules are recovered after the lysis of the cell bodies, and dena-
tured using, for example, guanidine isothiocyanate or urea.
The re-folding of the denatured polypeptide/Novateron pro-
tein is then obtained by diluting the denaturant with excessive
dilute solution or by dialysis against a solution of urea and a
combination of reduced and oxidized glutathione, followed
by dialysis against a buffered saline solution. In the latter
case, the protein can be directly recovered, without denature,
from the periplasmic space in the soluble and functional form
following the disruption of the harvested cells. By avoiding
the denaturing and re-folding procedures, the soluble Novaf-
eron protein is not damaged and contains no deformed or
mis-folded protein molecules.

The inventors found that a significant portion of the syn-
thesized Novaferon protein produced in the E. coli cell line
was secreted into the cytoplasm. This portion was then puri-
fied as described below.

Activity Assays and Medical Uses

As indicated above, the Novaferon protein shows sequence
homology to many members of the interferon family, in par-
ticular to the interferon protein translated by the mRNA of
HulFN-a14 (FIG. 2). HulFN-a has been shown to have a
wide range of biological activities including anti-viral, anti-
proliferative, and immunomodulation activities (10).

With such homology to HulFN-a, Novaferon would be
expected to exhibit similar biological functions as HulFN-q.,
including but not limiting to, the inhibition of tumor prolif-
eration, anti-viral activities, NK cell activation, and immune
system modulation. Of particular importance is not only the
retaining of the HulFN-a-like functional properties but also
the enhanced potency of these biological functions of the
Novaferon protein in comparison with HulFN-a. To verify
and determine the potency of its functional properties, the
biological activities of Novaferon protein were thus deter-
mined using the classic and routine in vitro assays designed to
detect the anti-viral and anti-proliferative properties. As
described in the experimental section below, the in vivo
potency of anti-proliferative properties of the Novaferon pro-
tein was further observed in animal models of various human
cancer types and compared to HulFN-c. as well as to a chemi-
cal anti-cancer agent in some experiments.

Many suitable assays for determining the activities of
HulFN are well known in the art. The inventors employed the
in vitro cell-based assay systems to determine the anti-viral
and anti-proliferative activities. The same in vitro assays were
used for all the procedures and experiments related to the
present invention, which included but not limited to screening
the human Type I interferon gene shuffling library, selecting
Novaferon from the expressed proteins of the human Type I
interferon gene shuffling library, and the determination of the
biological activities of the pure recombinant Novaferon pro-
tein.

There are many assays that measure the anti-viral activities
of the testing samples/agents by observing the degree of
resistance of cells to viruses (88). Three principal bioassays
have been used for measuring the anti-viral activities of
HulFN and their hybrids. They are classified according to the
methods of determining the various aspects of virus on cul-
tured cells.

The assay for determining the inhibition of virus-induced
cytopathic effects measures the degree of reduction of virus-
induced lytic cytopathic effects on the cultured cells with
pre-treatment of IFN. This assay can be performed in 96-well
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plates (89), and has been widely used for recombinant
HulFN-a since it provides a simple method for screening a
large number of samples.

The inhibition of virus plaque formation is another method
of quantifying the anti-viral activities of HulFN in tissue
cultures. The results of a plaque-reduction assay are indepen-
dent of the multiplicity of infection. Moreover, a 50% reduc-
tion in plaque formation is measurable with high precision.
Using the ubiquitous vesicular stomatitis virus (VSV) to
induce the plaque formation, for instance, it could determine
the profile of cross-species activity of a particular recombi-
nant IFN by screening a number of cell lines from different
animal species (90).

The third assay is based on the determination of the reduc-
tion of virus yield. Virus production is measured, usually
during a single cell growth cycle, by the amount of virus
released. This assay is particularly useful for testing the anti-
viral activities of IFN against viruses that do not cause cyto-
pathic effects, or that do not build plaques in target-cell cul-
tures. In this test, however, the multiplicity of infection affects
the apparent degree of protection induced by a fixed concen-
tration of IFN (91).

The anti-viral activities of Novaferon were measured by a
standard cytopathic effect-inhibition assay using WISH cells
and vesicular stomatitis virus (VSV). Anti-viral activities
were determined and calibrated by using the standard refer-
ence samples of WHO international standards: 951650
(tHulFN-a 2a) and 94/786 (rHulFN-a. consensus). One unit
of anti-viral activity is defined as the amount of protein
needed to achieve 50% inhibition of the cytopathic effects of
VSV on cultured cells. As described further below, the activ-
ity of Novaferon protein was 2.5x10° ITU/mg, which is about
12.5-fold greater than that of HulFN-a2b. These tests dem-
onstrate that the anti-viral properties of Novaferon are greatly
enhanced in comparison to HulFN-a2b. This increased
potency against virus, exhibited by Novaferon protein, pro-
vides the basis for a predicting enhanced anti-virus effects in
vivo in humans. Based on the nature of HulFNss, it is reason-
ableto expect a very broad anti-virus profile for Novaferon. In
another words, Novaferon should be more potent toward a
wide range of viruses than natural HulFNs. The increased
anti-virus potency of Novaferon could be translated into bet-
ter anti-virus effects or better therapeutic effects in clinical
setting for patients with various viral diseases.

As explained above, IFNs also inhibit cell proliferation and
exhibit potent anti-tumor effects through a variety of mecha-
nisms. Several in vitro anti-proliferation tests have been
established by using cell culture systems, and are well
described in the art. Cell proliferation in these assays can be
measured by counting cell numbers; crystal violet bioassay
(92, 93); chemosensitivity to neutral red dye (94~96); incor-
poration of radiolabelled nucleotides (97); incorporation of
5-bromo-2'-deoxyuridine (BrdU) in the DNA of proliferating
cells (98); use of tetrazolium salts (99, 100).

The human lymphoblastoid Daudi cell line is very sensitive
to the anti-proliferation effect of HulFN-a, and its growth in
suspension cultures facilitates the quantification of its cell
numbers (101). This cell line has been used for measuring the
anti-proliferation activity of HulFN-a and hybrids for many
years (102). Other cell lines are also used for testing the
anti-proliferation activity of a testing agent.

The anti-proliferative activities of Novaferon protein were
observed in vivo by observing the inhibition of the tumor
mass growth by Novaferon administration to animal models
with various human tumor xenografts. The in vivo anti-tumor
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effects of Novaferon was compared with HulFN-a.2b and in
some xenograft models, with chemical anti-tumor agent as
well.

As described in detail below, the inventors found that the in
vitro anti-proliferative activity of Novaferon, measured by
using standard Daudi cell method, was 400-fold more potent
than natural HulFN-a2b, which exhibits probably the most
potent anti-proliferative activities among all natural HulFNs.
The increased anti-proliferative potency of Novaferon was
broad and universal, as it exhibited more potent or enhanced
inhibition, than natural HulFN-a.2b, of all the human cancer
cell lines the inventors tested in vitro. This indicates that the
potent inhibition of human cancer by Novaferon is not selec-
tive. Although the extent of its enhanced anti-proliferative
activities toward all the tested types of human cancer cell lines
varied, Novaferon has the potential to be a broad anti-cancer
agent in clinical setting. This is a significant advantage over
chemical anti-cancer agents, monoclonal antibodies and
other target-specific anti-cancer agents.

The xenograft animal model experiments described below
further establish that:

(1). The in vivo anti-proliferation effects of Novaferon
were greatly enhanced or more potent in comparison to
natural HulFN-a2b

(2). The in vivo anti-proliferation effects of Novaferon, at
much lower doses, were better than the tested chemical
agent, S5-Fluorouracil (5-FU) in the same xenograft
model.

(3). Novaferon was able to achieve over 90% inhibition of
cancer growth in the xenograft models, but did not
induce weight loss, activity changes and other negative
side-effects in the treated animals, which was in sharp
contrast to the significant weight loss and activity reduc-
tion in the 5-FU-treated animals.

These results indicate that the in vitro and in vivo anti-
proliferative properties of Novaferon are greatly enhanced,
comparing to natural HulFN-a2b. The increased anti-prolif-
erative potency of Novaferon is translated into effective inhi-
bition (>90%) of human tumor growth in a mouse animal
model, and this inhibition seems to work very broadly to all
the types of human cancers tested and better than the classic
chemical anti-cancer agent, SFU. These results also indicate
that the potent inhibition of cancer cell growth by Novaferon
is very specific toward the cancer cell but not toward the
normal cells as supported by the observation of normal eating
and activity behavior and no weight loss in Novaferon-treated
animals. Novaferon thus has the potential to work on all or
majority of human cancers.

In a preferred embodiment, the complete or partial mol-
ecule(s) of Novaferon protein (SEQ ID No: 2), made by
recombinant technologies using the polynucleotide sequence
of SEQ ID No. 1 or chemically synthesized, could be applied
to the treatment and/or prevention of any and/or all of the
tumors and cancers of human-origin or non-human-origin, in
humans and/or non-human species. These tumors, for
example, include but are not limited to, osteogenic sarcoma;
multiple myeloma; Hodgkin’s disease; nodular, poorly dif-
ferentiated lymphoma; acute lymphocytic leukemia; acute
myeloid leukemia; breast carcinoma; melanoma; papilloma;
and nasopharyngeal carcinoma, colon cancer, liver cancer
and melanoma.

In another embodiment, the complete or partial
molecule(s) of Novaferon protein (SEQ ID No: 2), made by
recombinant technologies using polynucleotide sequence of
SEQ ID No: 1 or chemically synthesized, could be applied to
the treatment and/or prevention of any and/or all of the viral
diseases in humans and/or non-human species. Examples of
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the susceptible viral infections include, but are not limited to,
viral encephalomyocarditis, influenza and other respiratory
tract viral infections, rabies and other viral zoonoses, and
arbovirus infections, as well as herpes simplex keratitis, acute
hemorrhagic conjunctivitis, varicella zoster, and hepatitis B
and C, SARS and bird flu, human immune deficiency syn-
drome (AIDS, HIV).

In another embodiment, the complete or partial
molecule(s) of Novaferon protein (SEQ ID No: 2), made by
recombinant technologies using polynucleotide sequence of
SEQ ID No: 1 or chemically synthesized, could be applied to
the treatment and/or prevention of any and/or all of the
immune system-related disorders in humans. Examples of the
immune disorders include but are not limited to rheumatic
arthritis, multiple sclerosis, and Sjogren’s syndrome diabe-
tes. The Novaferon protein may also be applied to preventing
graft vs. host rejection as well.

In another embodiment, the complete or partial
molecule(s) of Novaferon protein (SEQ ID No: 2), made by
recombinant technologies using polynucleotide sequence of
SEQ ID No: 1 or chemically synthesized, could be applied to
the treatment and/or prevention, as an immunoadjuvant, for
any and/or all of the angiogenesis diseases. Example of the
angiogenesis diseases include but are not limited to heman-
giomas, tumor-induced neovasculature, age-related macular
degeneration and diabetic retinopathy.

The Novaferon protein, alone or together with any other
proteins/carrier materials or other constructs, may be admin-
istered to humans and/or non-human species in any pharma-
ceutically acceptable preparations/formulations in any
administration/delivery pathways/methods, which include
but are not limited to the oral intake, inhalation, intranasal
spray, intraperitoneal, intravenous, intramuscular, intrale-
sional, or subcutaneous injection.

Pharmaceutical preparations/formulations containing the
Novaferon protein as the active ingredient could be made by
incorporating an appropriate solid or liquid carrier, in the
forms of liquid, solid, semi-solid, and/or any other clinically
acceptable forms, such as tablets, pills, powders, liquid solu-
tions or suspensions, liposomes, suppositories, injectable,
and infusible solutions. The Novaferon-containing prepara-
tions/formulations could be made by using the conventional
carriers, materials, methods that are described in the art or
generally accepted by the practice of pharmaceutical indus-
try. The Novaferon-containing preparations/formulations
could also be made by using the non-conventional methods,
materials that have not been described in the art nor used by
the pharmaceutical industry.

For instance, parenteral formulations are usually injectable
fluids that consist of the pharmaceutically and physiologi-
cally acceptable materials such as water, physiological saline,
other balanced salt solutions, aqueous dextrose, glycerol, etc.
In addition, the injectable fluids could also contain, in addi-
tion to the Novaferon protein, other proteins as carriers, such
as human serum albumin or plasma preparations. The phar-
maceutical preparations/formulations may also contain
minor amounts of non-toxic auxiliary substances, such as
wetting or emulsifying agents, preservatives, and pH buffer-
ing agents (for example sodium acetate or sorbitan monolau-
rate). Methods of formulation are well known in the art and
are disclosed, for example, in Remington: The science and
Practice of Pharmacy. Pharmaceutical Sciences (75).

The particular Novaferon protein preparations/formula-
tions would be determined by the intended clinical applica-
tions and/or administration methods, and could be made by
any one skilled in the art using known techniques. For
instance, in addition to injectable fluids, topical and oral
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formulations can be employed. Topical preparations can
include but are not limited to eye drops, ointments, and
sprays. Oral formulations include but are not limited to the
forms of liquid (e.g., syrups, solutions or suspensions), or
solid (e.g., powders, pills, tablets, or capsules). For solid
preparation/formulations, conventional non-toxic solid carri-
ers include but are not limited to the pharmaceutical grades of
mannitol, lactose, starch, or magnesium stearate. Actual pro-
cedures and/or methods of making these preparations/formu-
lations are known, or will be apparent, to those skilled in the
art (75).

The pharmaceutically acceptable preparations/formula-
tions of the Novaferon protein can be administrated to
humans and/or non-human species in a variety of ways that
include but are not limited to, oral, subcutaneous, intrave-
nous, intranasal, transdermal, intraperitoneal, intramuscular,
intrapulmonary, vaginal, rectal, or intraocular delivery, and in
the treatment of wounds, directly applied locally.

The concentrations/amounts of the Novaferon protein in
the preparations/formulations may vary from >0to 1.0 molar
and/or >0 to 100% (weight/weight) depending on the clinical
practice. The exact doses, administration intervals, and the
duration of treatment of each and/or all of the Novaferon
preparations/formulations will be determined by clinical tri-
als, disease conditions, patient status and health care provid-
ers. In a preferred embodiment, due to the protein degrada-
tion, systemic versus localized delivery, and rate of new
protease synthesis, as well as the age, body weight, general
health, sex, diet, time of administration, drug interaction and
the severity of the condition, etc., adjustments to the Novaf-
eron administration including but being not limited to the
individual and/or total doses, administration intervals, the
duration of treatment, and necessary courses of treatment,
may be necessary, and will be ascertainable with routine
experimentation by those skilled in the art.

In a preferred embodiment, the in circulation half-life of
Novaferon protein after administration to the bodies of
humans and/or non-human species can be altered. The alter-
nations include but are not limited to the extension or short-
ening of Novaferon’s half-life in vivo. The extension of the in
vivo half-life of the Novaferon protein can be achieved in
various ways, which include but are not limited to:

(1). Complex formation between a Novaferon molecule
and a monoclonal antibody. Such an antibody would
preferably connect to the Novaferon protein at sites that
do not materially impair its therapeutic functions (103).

(2). Fusion complex of Novaferon with other proteins/
polypeptides. Novaferon molecule can be recombi-
nantly fused to other proteins/polypeptides, such as a
fragment of the constant region of an immunogloblin
(Fe) (104).

(3) Conjugation of Novaferon protein. For example,
Novaferon protein can be to conjugated with non-anti-
genic polymers, such as polyethylene glycol or related
polyakylene glycol moieties (105-108).

In another preferred embodiment, a therapeutic compound
could be conjugated to an antibody, preferably an anti-Novat-
eron protein antibody. The therapeutic compound may be a
cytotoxic agent. In this method, the cytotoxic agents may be
targeted, by the binding of'the conjugated antibody to Novaf-
eron molecules, to tumor tissue or cells, thereby destroying
and the reducing the number of afflicted cells to achieve
reduction of cancer symptoms. Cytotoxic agents include, but
are not limited to, cytotoxic drugs, toxins or active fragments
of such toxins, and radiochemicals. Suitable toxins and their
corresponding fragments include diptheria A chain, exotoxin
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A chain, ricin A chain, abrin A chain, curcin, crotin, pheno-
mycin, enomycin and the like.

Inapreferred embodiment, the full length sequence, partial
sequences, and/or regulatory sequence of the Novaferon pro-
tein-encoding polynucleotide sequence (SEQ ID No: 1) can
be used in gene therapy-related administration by anyone
skilled in the art. The antisense application, based on the
Novaferon protein-encoding polynucleotide sequence (SEQ
ID No: 1) can also be used either as gene therapy (i.e. for
incorporation into the genome) or as antisense compositions,
as will be appreciated by those skilled in the art.

In gene therapy applications, genes are introduced into
cells to achieve the in vivo synthesis of the target proteins
encoded by these genes. Conventional gene therapy achieves
the sustained therapeutic effects by a single treatment or
repeated administration of a therapeutically effective DNA or
mRNA. On the other hand, antisense RNAs and DNAs can
also be used as therapeutic agents for blocking the expression
of certain genes in vivo. It has already been shown that short
antisense oligonucleotides can be delivered into cells where
they act as inhibitors (109).

In a preferred embodiment, the Novaferon protein-encod-
ing polynucleotide sequence (SEQ ID No: 1), in full length or
partial length, can be used as DNA vaccines. Naked DNA
vaccines are generally known in the art (110). Methods for the
applications of the Novaferon-encoding gene (SEQ ID No:
1), full length or partial length, as DNA vaccines are well
known to one with ordinary skill in the art, and include but are
not limited to placing the Novaferon gene or portion of the
Novaferon gene under the control of a promoter for the
expression of the full length or partial length of the Novaferon
protein in humans and/or non-human species.

EXAMPLES

The following examples serve to more fully describe the
manner of using the above described invention, as well as to
set forth the best modes contemplated for carrying out various
aspects of the invention. It is understood that these examples
in no way serve to limit the true scope of this invention, but
rather are presented for illustrative purposes. All references
cited herein are expressly incorporated by reference in their
entirety.

Example 1

PCR Amplification of Human IFN-a Genes from
Human Leukocyte cDNAs

Total mRNA was extracted from human peripheral blood
leukocytes. Preparation of ¢cDNA was preformed using
Advantage™ RT-for-PCR Kit (Clontech, Mountain View,
Calif., US) and a ¢cDNA synthesis primer (oligo dT18)
according to the manufacturer’s recommendations.

Amplification of human IFN-a cDNAs was done by PCR
technology on a MJ PTC thermal cycler, using the following
conditions: 2.5 pl 10xpfx amplification buffer (Invitrogen,
Carlsbad, Calif,, US), 0.75 ul 10 mM dNTPs, 0.5 ul 25 mM
MgSO,, 0.25 ul Platinum pfx DNA Polymerase (2.5 U/ul;
Invitrogen, Carlsbad, Calif., US), 0.75 ul cDNA, 0.75 ul 5'
primer (10 pM; IFNaOS5: 5-TGGTGCTCAGCT (A/G)
CAAGTC-3"), (SEQ ID No:3) 0.75 ul 3' primer mixture (1.7

UM each;

IFNaO3-1:  5-AATCATTTCCATGTTG(A/G)ACCAG-3'
(SEQ ID No:4);

IFNa03-2: 5-AATCATTTCCCGGTTGTACCAG-3'(SEQ

ID No: 5);

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

55

60

65

24

IFNa03-3: 5-AATCATTTCCATGTTGAAACAG-3'(SEQ
1D No:6);

IFNaO3-4: 5'-AATCATTTCAAGATGAGCCCAG-3'(SEQ
1D No:7);

IFNaO3-5:
1D No:8);

IFNa03-6: 5-AATCATTT(C/G)(C/G)ATGTTGAACCAG-
3'(SEQ ID No:9);

5-AATGATTTTCATGTTGAACCAG-3'(SEQ

IFNa03-7: 5-GATCATTTCCATGTTGAATGAG-3'(SEQ
1D No:10);
IFNaO3-8: 5'-GAGTCGTTTCTGTGTTGGATCAG-3'

(SEQ ID No:11).

Amplified PCR products were electrophoresed on a 1.0%
agarose gel, excised, gel-purified, and were cloned into
pCRII-TOPO or pCR-4-TOPO vector (Invitrogen, Carlsbad,
Calif., US) according to the manufacturer’s recommenda-
tions. Automated sequencing was carried out on a Prism
Ready Reaction Dye Termination mix on an ABI automated
sequencer (PE Applied Biosystems, CA, US).

Since no desired inserts for the IFNa6, IFNa7 and IFNal6
coding sequences were found in above clones, PCRs were
conducted again under the above conditions with the excep-
tion of type specific primers. For specific amplification of
IFNa6, 5' and 3' primers were IFNaOS5: 5'-TGGTGCT-
CAGCT (A/G)CAAGTC-3'(SEQ ID No:3), and IFNaO3-8:
5-GAGTCGTTTCTGTGTTGGATCAG-3'(SEQ ID No:11)
respectively. For specific amplification of IFNa7, 5' and 3'
primers were IFNa7UO: 5-ATGCCCCTGTCCTTTTCTT-
TAC-3'(SEQ ID No:12) and an equal molar mix of [IFNaO3-5
and IFNaO3-6, respectively. For specific amplification of
IFNalé6, 5' and 3' primers used were IFNa7UO and IFNaO3-
7: 5'-GATCATTTCCATGTTGAATGAG-3'(SEQ ID No:10)
respectively. Amplified fragments were cloned into pCRII-
TOPO or pCR-4-TOPO vector and sequenced as above.

All cloned Type I human IFN-alpha genes were individu-
ally aligned with those DNA sequences in Genebank. The
GeneBank nucleotide accession numbers for these genes ref-
erenced herein are: NM_ 024013(IFN-a.1), NM_ 000605
(IFN-02), NM__010504 (IFN-a4), NM__010505 (IFN-a5),

NM_ 008335  (IFN-a6), NM_008334  (IFN-a7),
NM_008336  (IFN-0.8), NM_002171  (IFN-.10),
NM_002172 (IFN-al4), NM_002173 (IFN-al6),

NM__021268 (IFN-a17), NM__002175 (IFN-a.21).
Example 2

Construction of Shuffling Libraries of Type 1
HulFN-Bearing Plasmids

To construct plasmids bearing the coding sequence of one
of the Type I human IFN-as, 15 pairs of oligonucleotides,
with BamHI and EcoRI restriction sites, were synthesized
(Genentech, South San Francisco, Calif., US), based on the
individual cDNA coding region for mature human Type I IFN
proteins. The GeneBank nucleotide accession numbers for
these proteins referenced herein are: NM_ 024013(IFN-a.l),

NM_ 000605  (IFN-o.2), NM._010504  (IFN-a4),
NM_ 010505  (IFN-a.5), NM_008335  (IFN-a),
NM_008334  (IFN-a7), NM._008336  (IFN-a8),
NM_002171 (IFN-a10), NM_002172 (IFN-c14),
NM_002173 (IFN-al6), NM_021268 (IFN-a17),

NM_ 002175 (IFN a21). The primers and plasmids con-
structed in Example 1 as templates were used in a standard
PCR (111). The resulting products were cleaved with restric-
tion endonucleases (REs) BamHI and EcoRI and cloned into
the E. coli expression vector pBVB, which is a derivate
expression plasmid of pBV220 (86) containing a BamHI site
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and an EcoRI site in its multiple cloning region. These final
constructs were all verified by DNA sequence analysis (PE
Applied Biosystems, US).

DNA fragments containing human [FN ORF were ampli-
fied by PCR using a pair of oligonucleotides, BVF4:
5'-AGGGCAGCATTCAAAGCAG-3'(SEQ ID No:13) and
BVR3: 5'-TCAGACCGCTTCTGCGTTCTG-3' (SEQ ID
No:14), and by using Type I HulFN-bearing plasmids con-
structed previously. The resulting products were mixed in
equal amounts and subjected to DNase I digestion and PCR
assembly according to the procedure described by Stemmer
(112).

The assembled PCR products were further amplified by a
pair of inner primers: BVF: 5'-GAAGGCTTTGGGGTGT-
GTG-3'(SEQIDNo:15)and BVR: 5'-AATCTTCTCTCATC-
CGC-3'(SEQ ID No:16), followed by BamHI and EcoRI
digestion and cloned back into the E. coli expression vector
pBVB cleaved with REs BamHI and EcoRI. These final con-
structs were all verified by DNA sequence analysis. The plas-
mid-bearing shuffled HulFN-a genes were transformed into
E. coli DH5a competent cells.

In all PCR procedures above, either PCR amplification or
PCR assembly, regular DNA polymerase (New England
Biolab, MA, US), instead of high fidelity DNA polymerase,
was used.

Example 3
Screening the Shuffling Libraries

Freshly transformed E. coli DH5a cells were grown over-
night on an [.B plate at 37° C. Single colonies were individu-
ally picked up and inoculated in 100 pl of LB medium con-
taining 50 pg/ml of ampicillin in 96-well plates. Colonies
were shaken at 250 rpm at 30° C. After being cultured over-
night, 10 pl of bacterial cultures were duplicately inoculated
into 100 pl of LB medium containing 50 pug/ml of ampicillin
in 96-well plates. The original plates (so called stock plates)
were temporarily stored at 4° C. The cells in duplicated plates
were grown at 30° C. until OD600 became 0.4 and were then
induced by 42° C. After 4-hour’s heat induction, bacteria
cultures were directly moved into -80° C. freezer for starting
the frozen-thaw cycle. After 2 cycles of frozen-thaw, the
bacteria suspension/lysate was diluted to a desired concen-
tration and exposed onto Daudi cell culture for an anti-pro-
liferation test (101) or Wish cell culture for an anti-viral test
(113).

In each round of screening steps, 20,000 colonies were
primarily screened and about 100 colonies with the highest
anti-proliferative or anti-viral activities were selected for fur-
ther confirmative testing. The selected bacterial cultures in
stock plates were streaked on LB plates containing 50 pg/ml
ampicillin. Single colonies were grown overnight at 37° C.,
picked, and inoculated in 1 ml of LB medium containing 50
ng/ml of ampicillin in test tubes. Bacteria in tubes were grown
overnight at 30° C. with shaking at 250 rpm. Then 40 pl of
grown bacteria was inoculated into one of another set of tubes
containing 1 ml of LB with ampicillin (50 pg/ml). The
samples were then subjected to the steps of induction expres-
sion, cell culture harvesting, freeze-thaw cycle treatment and
anti-proliferative or anti-viral testing as described above in
regard to the primary screening steps.

In each round of screening steps, about 20 colonies with the
highest anti-proliferative or anti-viral activity were chosen
after confirmative testing to make plasmids and their inserts
were sequenced automatically. The inserts having a unique
DNA sequence were further amplified by using a pair of PCR
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primers BVBF: 5'-ACCATGAAGGTGACGCTC-3'(SEQID
No:17); and BVR: 5'-AATCTTCTCTCATCCGC-3'(SEQ ID
No:16), which are flanking sequences at upstream and down-
stream of multiple cloning sites of pBVB vector respectively.
The amplified PCR products were used for the next round of
shuffling library construction.

Five cycles of screening steps were performed based on the
augment of either anti-proliferative or anti-viral activity.

Example 4

Expression and Purification of Recombinant
Novaferon Protein in E. coli

Novaferon protein (SEQ ID No:2) was expressed in £. coli.
The reading frame of SEQ ID No: 1 with an artificial addition
of initiation codon ATG was cloned into the temperature-
inducible pBVB vecter under control of the APRPL promoter
(114). The expression plasmid of Novaferon, pPBVBNE, was
transformed in DH5a cells. Single colonies were individually
picked up and inoculated in 2 ml of LB medium containing 50
ng/ml of ampicillin and incubated at 30° C. for 8 hours. Then
the 2 ml of cultured bacteria was further incubated with 50 ml
ofmedium containing 50 pg/ml of ampicillin overnight at 30°
C. with agitation. Next morning, the overnightly-cultured
bacteria was seeded at aratio of 1:10~1:20 into alarge volume
of LB medium containing 50 pg/ml of ampicillin, and incu-
bated at 30° C. with agitation. When the cultures had reached
the mid-log phase of growth (A550=0.5-0.6), the incubation
temperature was rapidly raised up to 42° C. and kept for 4
hours in order to induce the expression of Novaferon. After
4-hour heat induction, the bacteria cells were centrifuged and
washed with PBS (137 mM NaCl, 2.7 mM KCl, 10 mM
Na,HPO,, 2 mM KH,PO,) 3 times, then stored at —80° C.
until proceeding to purification.

Most Novaferon protein molecules were soluble in the F.
coli production system described herein, although they were
over-expressed in the cytoplasm. Thus, cells were disrupted
by lysozme digestion in Cell Lysis buffer I (50 mM Tris-Cl
(pH8.0), 1 mM EDTA (pH8.0), 100 mM NaCl) (115). The
lysate was further sonicated in order to disrupt the remaining
intact cells and splice DNA molecules. Then the lysate was
centrifuged.

The soluble Novaferon protein molecules in the superna-
tants were sequentially purified by hydrophobic, ion
exchange chromatography and gel filtration. First, the super-
natants were loaded onto and passed through the Phenyl
Sepharose 6 Fast Flow Column (GE Healthcare, US). Sec-
ondly, the fractions containing Novaferon protein were
applied to POROS 50 D Column (Applied Biosystems, US).
Thirdly, the fractions containing Novaferon molecules were
subject to the purification by POROS 50 HSColumn (Applied
Biosystems, US), and finally, the collected Novaferon mol-
ecules were further purified by HilLoad 26/100 Superdex 75
pg (Amersham, US).

The purity of the pure Novaferon protein was verified by
15% SDS-PAGE analysis. The pure recombinant Novaferon
protein showed as a single band with a molecular weight
(MW) of 19-20 KDa. Mass spectrometry analysis indicated
that the purity of the purified Novaferon molecule was >98%,
and the molecular weight was 19313 dalton, which was iden-
tical with the predicted molecular weight 19315 dalton from
its amino acid sequence.

Example 5

Expression and Purification of Recombinant
HulFN-a2b in E. coli

The expression plasmid of HulFN-a2b, pBV2b, contains
the ¢cDNA coding region for the mature protein of HulFN-
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a2b  (GeneBank  nucleotide  accession  number:
NM_ 000605), which is under the control of the heat-induc-
ible A PRPL promoter. The expression of HulFN-a2b was
performed by following the protocols described by Joseph S
and David WR (116).

The expression plasmid, pBV2bF, was transformed in
DHS5-a cells. Single colonies were individually picked up and
inoculated in 2 ml of LB medium containing 50 pg/ml of
ampicillin and incubated 30° C. for 8 hours. Then the 2 ml of
cultured bacteria was further incubated with 50 ml of medium
containing 50 pg/ml of ampicillin overnight at 30° C. with
agitation. Next morning, the bacteria culture was seeded at a
ratio of 1:10~1:20 into a large volume of LB medium con-
taining 50 pg/ml of ampicillin, and incubated at 30° C. with
agitation. When the cultures had reached the mid-log phase of
growth (A550=0.5-0.6), the incubation temperature was rap-
idly raised up to 42° C. and kept for 4 hours in order to induce
the expression of HuIFN-a2b. After 4-hour’s heat induction,
the cells were centrifuged and washed with PBS (137 mM
NaCl, 2.7 mM KCl, 10 mM Na,HPO,, 2 mM KH,PO,) 3
times, then stored at -80° C. until proceeding to purification.

HulFN-a2b protein was insolubly expressed in the E. coli
expression system described herein, and thus the inclusion
body recovery and washing procedures were conducted
according to protocols described in Molecular Cloning (115).
Briefly, the harvested bacterial cells were resuspended in Cell
Lysis buffer I (50 mM Tris-Cl (pH8.0), 1 mM EDTA (pHS.0),
100 mM NaCl) and lysed by lysozyme and sonication. Inclu-
sion bodies were washed 3 times with ice cold Cell Lysis
buffer II (cell lysis buffer I supplemented with 0.5% (v/v)
Triton X-100).

Recovered inclusion bodies were broken by suspending in
7N guanidine at room temperature with agitation for 4 hours.
Following a 15 minute centrifugation at 4° C., the denatured
protein was refolded in 0.15 M pH9.5 Borex buffer for 48
hours at 4° C. The pH was adjusted to 7.4 by HCl at the last
step of refolding.

The solution containing refolded HulFN-a2b was then
purified by hydrophobic, ion exchange chromatography and
gel filtration. First, the solution was loaded onto and passed
through the Phenyl Sepharose 6 Fast Flow Column (GE
Healthcare, US). Secondly, the fractions containing HulFN-
a2b were applied to POROS 50 D Column (Applied Biosys-
tems, US). Thirdly, the fractions containing HulFN-a.2b were
subject to the purification by POROS 50 HSColumn (Applied
Biosystems, US). Finally, the collected HulFN-a.2b mol-
ecules were further purified by HilLoad 26/100 Superdex 75
pg (Amersham, US). The pure HulFN-a2b protein showed as
a single band by 15% SDS-PAGE analysis and its purity was
>98% as confirmed by Mass spectrometry.

Example 6
Determination of Anti-Viral Activity of Novaferon

Anti-viral activity was determined using the WISH-VSV
system as described in the classical protocols described by
Armstrong JA (113). On the first day, WISH cells (ATCC,
catalog No. CCL 25) were seeded in 96-well plates at a
density of 14,000 cells/well and incubated at 37° C. 24 hours
later, 2-fold serial diluted Novaferon, HulFN-a2b, WHO
human IFN international standards or blank culture medium
was added into each well, and incubated at 37° C. for another
24 hours. On the third day, the medium was removed, and
replaced with medium containing 1,000 PFU of Vesicular
Stomatitis Virus (VSV, ATCC, catalog No. VR-1421). The
cells were again incubated for 24 hours at 37° C. and were
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then washed with 0.85% NaCl to remove dead cells. Next,
culture plates were soaked into dye-fixer solution (0.5% crys-
tal violet, 5% formalin (V/V), 50% ethanol (V/V), and 0.85%
NaCL) for 1 hour. The dye-fixer solution was then decanted,
and the microplates were rinsed copiously with tap water and
allowed to dry. The stained cells were dissolved by 0.2 ml of
2-methoxyethanol. The plates were read at 550 nm in a Model
Opsys MR (Thermo Labsystems, US) for crystal violet bio-
assay.

All experiments were preformed in triplicate and the
Novaferon and HulFN-a.2b samples were tested in the same
plate. The anti-viral activities of Novaferon and HulFN-a2b
prepared herein were assayed in parallel and the anti-viral
units (international unit, or IU) were determined with refer-
ence to WHO international standards, 94/786 (rHulFN-a
consensus) and 95/650 (rHulFN-a2a), which were purchased
from National Institute for Biological Standards and Control
(NIBSC, USA).

The measured anti-viral activity of purified Novaferon pro-
tein against VSV on WISH was 2.5x10° IU/mg while the
anti-viral activity of HuIFN-c:2b is 2.0x10® IU/mg. This data
indicates that the anti-viral activity of the Novaferon protein
is about 12.5-fold stronger than that of HulFN-a2b.

Example 7

Anti-Proliferative Activity of Novaferon

The anti-proliferative activity assay was performed basi-
cally as described by Evinger and Pestka (101).

A. Cell Culture of Human Tumor Cell Lines

The human tumor cell lines were purchased from different
organizations (Table 1, below), namely, ATCC (American
Type Culture Collection, P.O. Box 1549, Manassas, Va.
20108, USA), DSMZ (German National Resource Centre for
Biological Material, Deutsche Sammlung von Mikroorgan-
ismen und Zellkulturen GmbH, Mascheroder Weg 1b, 38124
Braunschweig, Germany), JCRB (Japanese Collection of
Research Bioresources-Cell Bank, National Institute of Bio-
medial Innovation, 7-6-8 Saito-Asagi, Ibaraki-shi, Osaka
567-0085, Japan).

TABLE 1
Human Tumor Cell Lines

Cell lines Tumors Codes Organizations*
A-375 Melanoma CRL1619 ATCC
IGR-1 Melanoma Acc236 DSMZ
IGR-37 Melanoma Acc 237 DSMZ
IPC-298 Melanoma Acc 251 DSMZ
HCT-8 Colorectal adenocarcinoma CCL-244 ATCC
SW1116 Colorectal adenocarcinoma CCL-233  ATCC
LS 180 Colorectal adenocarcinoma CL-187 ATCC
DLD-1 Colorectal adenocarcinoma CCL-221  ATCC
LS174T Colorectal adenocarcinoma CL-188 ATCC
Hep G2 hepatocellular carcinoma HB-8065 ATCC
Hep3B hepatocellular carcinoma HB-8064 ATCC
HuH-7 Hepatoma 0403 JCRB
PLC/PRF/5 Hepatoma CRL-8024 ATCC
HL60(S) lymphocytic 0163 JCRB
Daudi Burkitt’s lymphoma CCL-213 ATCC
1-428 Hodgkin’s lymphoma Acc 197 DSMZ
DU 145 Prostate carcinoma HTB-81 ATCC
PC-3 Prostate carcinoma Acc 465 DSMZ
MKN 1 Gastric adenocarcinoma 0252 JCRB
KYSE 30 Esophagus carcinoma 0188 JCRB
A549 Lung carcinoma CCL-185 ATCC
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TABLE 1-continued

Human Tumor Cell Lines

Cell lines Tumors Codes Organizations*
Hela Cervix adenocarcinoma CCL-2 ATCC
C-33A Cervix carcinoma HTB-31 ATCC

*DSMZ: German National Resource Centre for Biological Material (Deutsche Sammlung
von Mikroorganismen und Zellkulturen) Germany
ATCC: American Type Culture Collection, USA

JCRB: Japanese Collection of Research Bioresources-Cell Bank, Japan

All cells used in anti-proliferative activity test were cul-
tured at 37° C. in a humidified atmosphere containing 5%
CO,. Cells were grown according to the growth manual of
each cell, in basal growth media, such as DMEM, MEM,
F12K and 1640 or 1640 plus F12 (all from Gibco BRL, US),
supplemented with 5-20% heat-inactivated fetal bovine
serum FBS, from Gibco BRL, US. The basal growth media
for each individual cell line is listed in Table 2, below. All cell
lines were examined daily in culture plates under an inverted
microscope. Cells were harvested and used for experiments in
their logarithmic growth phase with viabilities exceeding
90% as determined by trypan blue dye exclusion. The cell
counts and viabilities were examined in standard hematocy-
tometer.

TABLE 2
Culturing and Measuring Methods of Human Tumor Cell Lines

Cell line Culture media Cells/Well Measure methods
IGR-1 DMEM 5000 crystal violet bioassay
IGR-37 DMEM 2000 crystal violet bioassay
IPC-298 1640 2000 crystal violet bioassay
HCT-8 1640 500 crystal violet bioassay
LS 180 MEM 3000 crystal violet bioassay
DLD-1 1640 1500 crystal violet bioassay
Hep G2 MEM 1000 crystal violet bioassay
Hep 3B MEM 800 crystal violet bioassay
HuH-7 DMEM 4000 crystal violet bioassay
PLC/PRF/5 MEM 6000 crystal violet bioassay
KYSE 30 1640 + F12 1000 crystal violet bioassay
DU 145 MEM 1000 crystal violet bioassay
PC-3 1640 2000 crystal violet bioassay
MKN 1 1640 2000 crystal violet bioassay
A549 F12K 400 crystal violet bioassay
SW 1116 1640 1000 crystal violet bioassay
LS174T MEM 4000 crystal violet bioassay
Hela MEM 500 crystal violet bioassay
C-33A MEM 1000 crystal violet bioassay
A-375 DMEM 200 crystal violet bioassay
HL 60(S) 1640 800 direct cell counting
Daudi 1640 400 direct cell counting
1-428 1640 800 direct cell counting

B. Procedure for Anti-Proliferative Assay

The cell lines with logarithmic growth phase were gently
suspended in warmed (36° C.) media to a density of 2x10°-
6x10* cells/ml (varying with cell line, see Table 2). 100 ul of
cell suspension was seeded into each well of 96-well plate,
followed by incubating for 6-8 hours at 37° C. Then equal
volumes (100 pl) of Novaferon or HulFN-a2b diluted in
culture medium was added to the wells in triplicate. The
plates were agitated gently for 4-5 seconds to mix the con-
tents, and incubated at 37° C. for 6 days. The Novaferon and
HulFN-a2b samples were tested in the same plate in order to
guarantee the comparability.

Two methods were used to determine the cell numbers ina
cell well and to calculate the anti-proliferative activities of
Novaferon and HulFN-a2b according to the cell numbers.
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A direct cell counting method was used to determine the
cell number of suspension cell. After 6 days of culturing,
suspension cell cultures were diluted with trypan blue (final
concentration: 0.02%), and cell numbers were directly
counted using hematocytometer.

Crystal violet bioassay method was used to determine the
cell numbers of the adhesive cells (93). After 6 days of cul-
turing, dead cells were removed by pipetting PBS up and
down in the culture wells. Next, wells were filled with dye-
fixer solution to stain the live cells for 1 hour. The dye-fixer
solution contained 0.5% crystal violet, 5% formalin (V/V),
50% ethanol (V/V), and 0.85% NaCl in distilled water. Then
microplates were rinsed copiously with tap water and allowed
to dry. The stained cells were dissolved by 0.2 ml of 2-meth-
oxyethanol. Optical density at 550 nm (OD550) (Model
Opsys plate reader, Thermo Labsystems, US) was measured
and used as the relative indicator of cell numbers.

The growth-inhibition rate was calculated by the following
formula: inhibition rate %=(1-(E-B)/(C-B))x100, where E
was the number of cells or the value of ODs, in Novaferon or
HulFN-a2b-treated wells at day 6; B was the number of cells
or the value of ODss, in a cell culture at day 0; C was the
number of cells or the value of OD. 5 in untreated wells at day
6.

The inhibition rate was expressed in conjunction with the
compound concentrations. The IC,, of Novaferon or HulFN-
a2b was estimated by using a range of sample concentrations.
The data were fit to Sigmoidal curve (117) with Hill slope
one: Y=min+(Max-min)/(1+10"(IC5,-X)) where X is the log
concentrations of drug; Y is the inhibition rate; Min or Max is
the minimum or maximum inhibition rate plateau. The ICs, of
various compounds against a particular target can be com-
pared, where a lower IC,, indicates a more potent compound.

The concentrations of Novaferon and HulFN-a2b and the
corresponding cell growth inhibition rates for Daudi cell line
are presented in FIG. 4. Based on this data, the IC;, of Novat-
eron and HulFN-a.2b to inhibit Daudi cell growth were cal-
culated as 0.0174 pmol and 6.9550 pmol. Thus the ICs, of
Novaferon is about 1/400 of that of HulFN-a.2b, representing
an approximately 400-fold increase of Novaferon’s anti-pro-
liferative potency in comparison to HulFN-a2b.

The anti-proliferative activities of Novaferon were
assessed and compared with those of HulFN-a2b on 23
tumor cell lines, including 4 cell lines derived from melanoma
(A-375. IGR-1, IGR-37, IPC-298), 5 colorectal adenocarci-
noma cell lines (HCT-8, SW1116, LS 180, DLD-1, LS174T).
4 liver cancer cell lines (Hep G2, Hep 3B, HuH-7, PLC/PRF/
5), 3 lymphoma cell lines (HL-60(S), Daudi, [.-428), 2 pros-
tate carcinoma cell lines (DU 145, PC-3), 2 cervical cancer
cell lines (HeLa, C-33A), 1 gastric adenocarcinoma cell line
(MKN 1), 1 lung carcinoma cell line (A 549) and one esopha-
gus cancer cell line (KYSE 30). Novaferon exhibited much
stronger anti-proliferative activities than those of HulFN-a.2b
against all tested cancer cell lines. The extent of increase of
the potency varied in the different cancer cell lines, and
ranged from 16 to 1134 fold (Table 3, below).

TABLE 3

ICs5q values of Novaferon and HuIFN-a2b and the increased folds
of tumor cell inhibition by Novaferon over HulEN-a.2b.

1C5q (pmol) Fold
Cell lines HulFN-a2b Novaferon  (Novaferon/HulFN-a2b)
PLC/PRF/5 0.0407 0.0025 16
A549 4.27 0.2202 19
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TABLE 3-continued

IC5q values of Novaferon and HulFN-a2b and the increased folds
of tumor cell inhibition by Novaferon over HulFN-a2b.

IC<, (pmol) Fold
Cell lines HulFN-a2b Novaferon  (Novaferon/HulFN-a2b)
DU 145 0.1319 0.0036 36
HepG2 0.1718 0.004 43
HuH-7 0.1474 0.0026 58
Hep3B 4.3934 0.0758 58
IPC-298 0.0516 0.0007 70
LS174T 0.0165 0.0002 74
IGR-37 0.6017 0.0055 109
PC-3 1.8777 0.0146 128
HeLa 0.2364 0.0017 141
C-33A 2.5242 0.0176 143
MKN 1 0.233 0.0011 207
HCT-8 2.9479 0.0139 212
SW 1116 0.2278 0.001 222
DLD-1 0.3977 0.0014 282
HL-60(S) 0.5855 0.0019 306
LS 180 0.7579 0.0022 350
Daudi 6.955 0.0174 400
KYSE 30 18.0134 0.0264 683
A-375 1.4134 0.0019 733
IGR-1 6.6718 0.0076 876
L-428 17.2789 0.0152 1134

Example 8

In Vivo Tumor Model Experiments

A. Cell Culture and In Vivo Human Tumor Xenograft Models

Colon cancer cell line (LS 180), melanoma cell line
(A-375) and liver cancer cell line (Hep G2) were obtained
from the American Type Culture Collection (ATCC, Rock-
ville, Md.). Prostate cancer cell line (PC-3) was obtained
from German National Resource Centre for Biological Mate-
rial (DSMZ, Deutsche Sammlung von Mikroorganismen and
Zellkulturen, Germany). Lymphocytic cell line (HL 60(s))
was purchased from Japanese Collection of Research Biore-
sources Cell Bank (JCRB, Japan). All cells were cultured
according to their instructions (see Table 1). Briefly, LS 180
and Hep G2 were cultured in MEM medium. A-375 was
cultured in DMEM. Both media were supplemented with
10% fetal bovine serum (FBS), 2 mM glutamine, 100 U/ml of
penicillin, 100 mg/ml of streptomycin, 0.1 mM non-essential
amino acids, and 1.0 mM sodium pyruvate. PC-3 and HL
60(S) cells were cultured in RPMI 1640, supplemented with
10% FBS, 100 U/ml of penicillin, and 100 mg/ml of strepto-
mycin. All cells were maintained in 5% CO, atmosphere at
37°C.

Human cancer xenograft models were established using
the methods described by Beverly et al (118). Log phase
growing cancer cells were harvested from tissue culture
plates, washed, and resuspended in phosphate-buffered saline
(PBS, pH=7.5, 20 mM). Subcutaneous tumor xenografts
were generated in 6-week-old athymic nude Balb/c mice by
injecting 6x10° cells/0.3 ml (PC-3, HepG2), 4x10° cells/0.3
ml (LS 180), 2x107 cells/0.3 m1 (HL 60(s)) or 8x10° cells/0.3
ml (A-375) subcutaneously on both sides in the flank region.
For each in vivo tumor model, on day 6 after the tumor cell
inoculation, tumor bearing mice (tumor volume is about 100
mm?®) were randomly divided into 7 or 8 groups with equal
numbers of animals in each group, and treatment was com-
menced.

Novaferon and HulFN-02b were formulated with PBS
solution. Daily subcutaneous injection of PBS alone, various
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doses of Novaferon, or HulFN-a2b lasted for 30 days in total
(PC-3, HepG2, A-375), 28 days (LS 180) or 21 days (HL
60(s)) from the day of grouping mice. For the treatment of
5-FU, 30 mg/kg of 5-FU was i.v. administrated once every
two days foratotal of 5 times. The groups and treatment doses
are summarized below:
Group 1 (Control): PBS daily.
Group 2 (low dose of Novaferon): 1.25 pug/kg daily.
Group 3 (medium dose of Novaferon): 12.5 pg/kg daily.
Group 4 (high dose of Novaferon): 125 pg/kg daily.
Group 5 (low dose of HulFN-a2b): 1.25 pug/kg daily.
Group 6 (medium dose of HulFN-a2b): 12.5 ng/kg daily.
Group 7 (high dose of HulFN-a.2b): 125 pg/kg daily.
Group 8 (5-FU): 30 mg/kg, i.v. administration once every 2

days for 5 times.

Once treatment commenced, tumors were measured with a
caliper once a week. The tumor volumes were calculated
using the following formula: volume=0.5x(width)*x(length).
Mice were sacrificed at the day of treatment discontinuation
(day 30 after commencement of the treatment). Solid tumors
were isolated, photographed, and measured.

The growth inhibitory rate was calculated using the follow-
ing formula: inhibitory rate=[1-T/C]x100%, where T is the
average tumor weight in Novaferon-, HulFN-a2b-, or 5-FU-
treated groups; C is the average tumor weight in control group
after treatment.

B. Human Prostate Cancer Xenograft Model

Prostate cancer PC-3 xenografts were treated with s.c.
injection of 1.25, 12.5 or 125 pg/kg of Novaferon for 30 days.
Novaferon exhibited strong, dose-dependent inhibition of the
PC-3 tumor growth (P<0.05). As shown in FIG. 5 and Table 4,
below, PC-3 tumor growth in Novaferon treated groups was
greatly suppressed as compared with the control group of
PBS treatment. For example, the average weight of PC-3
xenograft tumor mass in Novaferon-treated group (125
ng’kg), 0.091+£0.081 g, was very significantly reduced as
compared with control animals, 1.948+0.567 g (P<0.001)
(Table 4). In other words, 30-day treatment of 125 ng/kg
achieved 95.3% inhibition of the PC-3 tumor growth (Table
4).

TABLE 4

Tumor weight and growth inhibition rates of human prostate cancer PC-3

xenografts treated with Novaferon and HuIFN-a.2b (n = 10)
Dose  Tumor weight (g) Inhibition

Group (ug/kg) (mean = SD) rate (%)
Control — 1.948 + 0.567 —
Novaferon 1.25 1.266 £0.457* 35.0
low dosage
Novaferon 125 0.759 = 0.574%%* 61.0
medium dosage
Novaferon 125 0.091 = 0.081***@ @@ 95.3
high dosage
HulFN-02b 1.25 1.284 £0.862 34.1
low dosage
HulFN-02b 125 0.790 + 0.391%** 59.4
medium dosage
HulFN-02b 125 0.476 + 0.271%** 75.6
high dosage
note:
*p < 0.0,

ErEs

p < 0.001: compared to control group;
@@@p < 0.001: compared to HulFN-o2b high dose group

Balb/c nude mice were treated with daily s.c. injection of
Novaferon (1.25 pg/kg, 12.5 ng/kg or 125 pg/kg) for 30 days
after 6x10° live PC-3 cells were introduced subcutaneously
into mice. Results were expressed as average tumor volume
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(mm®). FIG. 5 showed that all three doses of Novaferon
exhibited dose-dependent inhibition of PC-3 tumor growth in
comparison to the PBS control group (P<0.05). 125 pg/kg of
Novaferon induced much stronger, or almost complete, inhi-
bition of PC-3 tumor growth than that of HulFN-u2b at the
same dose (95.3% vs 75.6%, P<0.01) (Table 4).

Itis interesting to notice that the longer treatment of Novat-
eron or HulFN-a2b resulted in bigger differences in tumor
growth inhibition in the high dose (125 pg/kg)-treated groups.
The average volume of PC-3 tumor mass in the Novaferon-
treated group was 107.9+68.7 mm? versus 620.7+296.6 mm?>
in HulFN-a2b-treated group at day 28 (P<0.001) and
122.1£100.7 mm® versus 691.9x4283 mm® at day 30
(P<0.001). This was also the case when the average tumor
weight was considered after the termination of the observa-
tion (0.091£0.081 g in Novaferon high dosage group versus
0.476+0.271 gram in HulFN-a2b high dosage group,
P<0.001). This suggested that longer treatment of Novaferon
at this dose may exhibit better or complete inhibition of PC-3
tumor growth in this xenograft model.

C. Human Liver Cancer Xenograft Model

The in vivo anti-tumor activity of Novaferon was also
evaluated on liver cancer Hep G2 xenograft model. Novat-
eron exhibited effective, dose-dependent inhibition of Hep
G2 tumor growth compared to control group (P<0.001). The
average tumor volumes in Novaferon-treated groups (daily
s.c. injection of 1.25, 12.5 or 125 pg/kg for 30 days) were
783.2+270.0, 459.3+4143, and 104.6+£56.5 mm?, respec-
tively, in comparison with 2125.8+743.1 mm?> in PBS control
group. 30-day treatment of 125 pug/kg of Novaferon achieved
the highest inhibition of the Hep G2 (96.6%), which was
significantly better than that by 125 pg/kg of HulFN-a2b
(89.2%, P<0.01). Longer treatment of Novaferon at this dose
showed the trend of even better or complete inhibition. The
average tumor weight at the end of observation period was
0.074+0.083 g in 125 pg/kg for the Novaferon-treated group,
significantly less than that in 125 pg/kg of HulFN-a2b-
treated group (0.235+0.199 gram, P<0.001) (Table 5, below).

Balb/c nude mice were treated with daily s.c. injection of
Novaferon (1.25 pg/kg, 12.5 pg/kgand 125 pg/kg) for 30 days
after 6x10° live Hep G2 cells were introduced subcutaneously
into mice. Results were expressed as average tumor volume
(mm?®). FIG. 6 showed that all three doses of Novaferon
exhibited dose-dependent inhibition of Hep G2 tumor growth
in comparison to the PBS control group (P<0.001). 125 ng/kg
of Novaferon induced much stronger, or almost complete,
inhibition of Hep G2 tumor growth than that of HulFN-a.2b at
the same dose (96.6% vs 89.2%, P<0.05) (Table 5).

TABLE §

Tumor weight and growth inhibition rates of human
liver cancer cell Hep G2 xenografts treated with Novaferon
and HulFN-a2b (n = 10)

Dose Tumor weight (g) Inhibition
Group (ng’kg)  (Mean = SD) rate (%)
Control — 2.179 £ 0.578 —
Novaferon 1.25  0.797 £ 0.397*%** 63.4
low dosage
Novaferon 12.5 0.321 = 0.300%** 85.3
medium dosage
Novaferon 125 0.074 = 0.083%** () 96.6
high dosage
HulFN-a2b 1.25 1070 £ 0.587%* 50.9
low dosage
HulFN-a2b 12.5 0.531 = 0.287*** 75.6

medium dosage
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TABLE 5-continued

Tumor weight and growth inhibition rates of human
liver cancer cell Hep G2 xenografts treated with Novaferon
and HulFN-a2b (n = 10)

Dose Tumor weight (g) Inhibition
Group (ng’kg)  (Mean = SD) rate (%)
HulFN-02b 125 0.235 £ 0.199%** 89.2
high dosage
Note:
**p <0.01,

*#*%p < 0.001, compared to control group.

@p < 0.01, compared with HuIFN-o2b high dosage group

D. Human Melanoma Xenograft Model

The in vivo anti-tumor activity of Novaferon was further
evaluated in malignant melanoma A-375 xenograft model.
A-375 cellline (ATCC number: CRL-1619) was derived from
a human malignant solid tumor. Novaferon exhibited effec-
tive, dose-dependent inhibition of A-375 tumor growth com-
pared to control group (P<0.001). The inhibition rates in the
Novaferon-treated groups (daily s.c. injection of 1.25, 12.5 or
125 pg/kg for 28 days) were 40.1%, 75.0% and 82.8% respec-
tively, in comparison with PBS control group (P<0.001)
(Table 6, below). 30-day treatment of 125 pg/kg of Novaferon
achieved the highest inhibition of the A-375 (82.8%), which
was significantly better than that by 125 pug/kg of HulFN-a2b
(69.9%, P<0.001).

Interestingly, Novaferon exhibited more effective inhibi-
tion of the growth of melanoma cell A-375 than the chemo-
therapeutic agent, 5-FU (Table 6). On day 30, for instance, the
mean tumor weights of in the groups treated with 12.5 ug/kg
or 125 pg/kg of Novateron were 0.763+0.187 (P<0.01) and
0.527+0.149 (P<0.001) grams, whereas the mean tumor
weight for the group treated with 5-FU, 30 mg/kg, was
1.004+0.105 gram (Table 6). This indicates that Novaferon
may be more effective for the treatment of human melanoma
A-375 than 5-FU.

Balb/c nude mice were treated with the daily s.c. injection
of Novaferon (1.25 pg/kg, 12.5 ng/kg and 125 ng/kg) for 28
days after 8x10° A-375 cells were introduced subcutaneously
into mice. Results are expressed as average tumor volume
(mm?®). FIG. 7 showed that all three doses of Novaferon
exhibited dose-dependent inhibition of A-375 tumor growth
in comparison to the PBS control group (P<0.001). 125 ng/kg
of Novaferon induced stronger inhibition of A-375 tumor
growth than that by HulFN-a2b at the same dose (82.8% vs
69.9%, P<0.001) (FIG. 7). Both 12.5 ng/kg and 125 pg/kg of
Novaferon showed better suppression (75.0% and 82.8%
respectively) of the tumor growth than by 5-FU (67.2%,
P<0.01 and P<0.001) (FIG. 7).

TABLE 6
Tumor weight and growth inhibition rates of human melanoma cell A-375
xenografts treated with Novaferon and HuIFN-a.2b (n = 10)

Dose  Tumor weight (g) Inhibition
Group (ug’kg) (X =SD) rate (%)
Control — 3.057 £0.384 —
Novaferon 1.25  1.830 £0.289%** 40.1
low dosage
Novaferon 12,5 0.763 £0.187***&& $$$ 75.0
medium
Novaferon 125 0.527 = 0.149***& & &@ @@ 82.8
high dosage
HulFN-a2b 1.25  1.890 +0.148%** 38.2
low dosage
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TABLE 6-continued

Tumor weight and growth inhibition rates of human melanoma cell A-375
xenografts treated with Novaferon and HulFN-a2b (n = 10)

Dose  Tumor weight (g) Inhibition
Group (ug/kg) (X =SD) rate (%)
HulFN-a2b 12.5 1.681 £0.132%#* 45.0
medium
HulFN-a2b 125 0.920 £0.139*#* 69.9
high dosage
5-FU 30,000 1.004 = 0.105%** 67.2

note:
%5 < (0.001, compared to control group;

$$$ p < 0.001, compared to HulFN-02b medium dosage (12.5);
@@@p < 0.001 compared to HulFN-0o2b high dosage (125) group;
&&p < 0.01,

&&&p < 0.001, compared to 5-FU group

E. Human Colon Cancer Xenograft Model

The in vivo anti-tumor activity of Novaferon was evaluated
in colon cancer LS 180 xenograft model. LS 180 cell line
(ATCC number: CL-187) was derived from a human colon
adenocarcinoma. Novaferon exhibited effective, dose-depen-
dent inhibition of colon cancer LS180 tumor growth com-
pared to control group (P<0.001). The inhibition rates in the
Novaferon-treated groups (daily s.c. injection of 1.25, 12.5 or
125 pg/kg for 28 days) were 75.0%, 80.5% and 92.5% respec-
tively compared to the PBS control group (P<0.001. Table 7,
below). 28-day treatment of 125 pug/kg of Novaferon achieved
the highest inhibition of LS 180 tumor growth (92.5%), which
was significantly better than that by 125 ug/kg of HulFN-a2b
(82.3%, P<0.001).

Following 28-day treatment, 12.5 pg/kg of Novaferon
inhibited the growth of LS 180 cancer xenografts similarly to
5-FU (30 mg/kg) in terms of the average tumor weights,
(0.815£0.221 grams vs 0.758+0.227 grams). 125 ng/kg of
Novaferon inhibited the tumor growth of LS 180 significantly
better than 30 mg/kg of 5-FU, (92.5% vs 81.8%, P<0.001)
(Table 7 and FIG. 8). These observation was extremely inter-
esting, considering the routine clinical application of 5-FU in
the standard chemotherapy to patients with colon cancer. The
better suppression by Novaferon of LS 180 tumor growth in
animal model indicates that Novaferon has the potential to
work as a very effective anti-colon cancer agent in a clinical
setting.

Balb/c nude mice were treated with a daily injection of
Novaferon (1.25 pg/kg, 12.5 ng/kgand 125 pg/kg) for 28 days
after 4x10° 1 LS 180 cells were introduced subcutaneously
into mice. Results were expressed as average tumor volume
(mm?®). FIG. 8 showed that all three doses of Novaferon
exhibited dose-dependent inhibition of LS180 tumor growth
in comparison to the PBS control group (P<0.001). 125 ng/kg
of Novaferon induced stronger inhibition of LS 180 tumor
growth than that by HulFN-a2b at the same dose (92.5% vs
82.3%, P<0.001) (Table 7). Both 1.25 ug/kg and 12.5 pg/kg of
Novaferon achieved similar suppression (75.0% and 80.5%
respectively) of the tumor growth in comparison to 5-FU
(81.8%) (Table 7, FIG. 8). However, 125 g ng/kg of Novaf-
eron exhibited much better inhibition of LS 180 tumor growth
than that by 5-FU (92.5% vs 81.8%, P<0.001).
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TABLE 7

Tumor weight and growth inhibition rates of human
colon cancer cell LS 180 xenografts treated with Novaferon
and HulFN-a2b (n = 10)

Dose  Tumor weight (g) Inhibition
Group (ug’kg) (X =SD) rate (%)
Control — 4.170 = 3.409 —
Novaferon 1.25 1.043 £0.433%%* 75.0
low dosage
Novaferon 12,5 0.815 £0.221%%* 80.5
medium dosage
Novaferon 125 0.314 = 0.086*** &&&@@@ 92.5
high dosage
HulFN-a2b 1.25 1.225 £ 0.565%** 70.6
low dosage
HulFN-a2b 12.5  1.076 = 0.442%** 74.2
medium
HulFN-a2b 125 0.740 £ 0.310%** 82.3
high dosage
3-FU 30,000  0.758 £0.227%** 81.8

Note:

*#*%p < 0.001, compared to control group;

@@@p < 0.001, compare to HulFN-o2b high dosage;
&&& p < 0.001, compare to 5-FU group

F. Human Leukemia Xenograft Model

The in vivo anti-tumor activity of Novaferon was also
assessed in HL. 60(s) lymphocytic leukemia xenograft model.
Novaferon exhibited effective, dose-dependent inhibition of
HL 60(s) tumor growth compared to control group (P<0.001).
The inhibition rates in the Novaferon-treated groups (daily
s.c. injection of 1.25, 12.5 or 125 pg/kg for 28 days) were
43.8%, 55.2% and 80.4% respectively compared to the PBS
control group (P<0.001, Table 8, below). 21-day treatment of
125 pg/kg of Novaferon achieved the highest inhibition of HL.
60(s) tumor growth (80.4%), which was significantly better
than that by 125 png/kg of HuIFN-u2b (69.8%, P<0.05).

Balb/c mice were treated with the daily s.c. injection of
Novaferon (1.25 pg/kg, 12.5 pg/kgand 125 pg/kg) for 21 days
after 2x107 live HL 60(s) cells were introduced subcutane-
ously into mice. Results were expressed as average tumor
volume (mm?). FIG. 9 showed that all three doses of Novaf-
eron exhibited dose-dependent inhibition of LS 180 tumor
growth in comparison to the PBS control group (P<0.001).
125 pg/kg of Novaferon induced stronger inhibition of LS
180 tumor growth than that by HulFN-a2b at the same dose
(80.4% vs 69.8%, P<0.05), and similar inhibition comparing
to 5-FU (FIG. 9, Table 8).

TABLE 8
Tumor weight and growth inhibition rates of human
leukemia Cell LS 60(S) xenografts treated with
Novaferon and HulFN-a2b (n = 10)
Dose Tumor weight (g) Inhibition
Group (ng/kg) (X = SD) rate (%)
Control — 3.723 £0.750 —
Novaferon 1.25 2.091 £ 0.653%** 43.8
low dosage
Novaferon 12.5 1.668 £ 0.665%** 55.2
medium dosage
Novaferon 125 0.729 = 0.332*%**@ 80.4
high dosage
HulFN-a2b 1.25 2.401 + 0.698%%* 355
low dosage
HulFN-a2b 12.5 1.870 = 0.660*** 49.8

medium dosage
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TABLE 8-continued

Tumor weight and growth inhibition rates of human
leukemia Cell LS 60(S) xenografts treated with
Novaferon and HulFN-a2b (n = 10)

Dose Tumor weight (g) Inhibition
Group (ng’kg) (X =SD) rate (%)
HulFN-a2b 125 1.124 + 0.397%%* 69.8
high dosage
5-FU 30,000 0.893 = 0.289*** 76.0

Note:

%5 < (0.001, compared to control group;

@p < 0.05, compared to HuIFN-o2b high dosage (125) group

G. General Condition of the Mice During Novaferon Treat-
ment

The mice with the various xenografts of human cancers
were closely observed during the period of Novaferon,
HulFN-a2b or 5-FU treatment. Unlike in the 5-Fu-treated
groups, mice in all Novaferon- or HulFN-a2b-treated groups
generally ate and behaved normally, and had no weight loss.
The 5-FU-treated mice showed typical changes of eating and
behavior, and weight loss. These observations indicate that
while showing similar or better anti-cancer potency than
5-FU in the xenograft animal models, Novaferon may be
more specific toward the inhibition of cancer cell and have
much less effects on normal cells and/or physiological func-
tions. These may be translated into a better tolerance and
superior therapeutic effects in human applications.

As will be apparent to those skilled in the art in the light of
the foregoing disclosure, many alterations and modifications
are possible in the practice of the invention without departing
from the spirit or scope thereof. Accordingly, the scope of the
invention is to be construed in accordance with the substance
defined by the appended claims.
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SEQUENCE LISTING

<160> NUMBER OF SEQ ID NOS: 17

<210> SEQ ID NO 1

<211> LENGTH: 498

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Artificial sequence

<220> FEATURE:

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: Chemically synthesized nucleotide sequence

<400> SEQUENCE: 1

tgtaatctgt ctcaaaccca cagectgggt agcaagagga ccettgatget cctggegeag

atggggaaaa tctceetttt ctectgectyg aaggacagac atgactttga atttccccag

gaggaatttyg atggcaacca gttccagaaa gctcaagcca tctetgtect ccatgagetg

atccagcaga ccttcaatct cttcagecaca aaggaatcat ctgetgettyg ggatgaggge

ctcctagaca aattcegeac cgaactctac cggcagetaa atgacttgga agectgtatg

atgcaggagyg ttggggtgga agagactcce ctgatgaatg cggactccat cctggetgtg

aagaaatact tccaaagaat cactctttat ctgatggaga agaaatacag cccttgtgece

tgggaggttyg tcagagtaga aatcatgaga tcectctett tttcaacaaa cttgcaaaaa

agattaaggyg ggaaggat

<210> SEQ ID NO 2

<211> LENGTH: 166

<212> TYPE: PRT

<213> ORGANISM: Artificial Sequence

<220> FEATURE:

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: Chemically synthesized amino acid sequence

<400> SEQUENCE: 2

Cys

1

Leu

Arg

Gln

Phe

65

Leu

Glu

Asn

Leu

Arg

145

Arg

Asn Leu Ser Gln Thr His Ser Leu Gly Ser Lys Arg Thr Leu Met
5 10 15

Leu Ala Gln Met Gly Lys Ile Ser Leu Phe Ser Cys Leu Lys Asp
20 25 30

His Asp Phe Glu Phe Pro Gln Glu Glu Phe Asp Gly Asn Gln Phe
35 40 45

Lys Ala Gln Ala Ile Ser Val Leu His Glu Leu Ile Gln Gln Thr
50 55 60

Asn Leu Phe Ser Thr Lys Glu Ser Ser Ala Ala Trp Asp Glu Gly
70 75 80

Leu Asp Lys Phe Arg Thr Glu Leu Tyr Arg Gln Leu Asn Asp Leu
85 90 95

Ala Cys Met Met Gln Glu Val Gly Val Glu Glu Thr Pro Leu Met
100 105 110

Ala Asp Ser Ile Leu Ala Val Lys Lys Tyr Phe Gln Arg Ile Thr
115 120 125

Tyr Leu Met Glu Lys Lys Tyr Ser Pro Cys Ala Trp Glu Val Val
130 135 140

Val Glu Ile Met Arg Ser Leu Ser Phe Ser Thr Asn Leu Gln Lys
150 155 160

Leu Arg Gly Lys Asp
165

<210> SEQ ID NO 3

<211> LENGTH: 19

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Artificial sequence
<220> FEATURE:

60

120

180

240

300

360

420

480

498
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<223> OTHER INFORMATION: Chemically synthesized nucleotide sequence
<400> SEQUENCE: 3

tggtgctcag ctrcaagte

<210> SEQ ID NO 4

<211> LENGTH: 22

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Artificial sequence

<220> FEATURE:

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: Chemically synthesized nucleotide sequence

<400> SEQUENCE: 4

aatcatttce atgttgrace ag

<210> SEQ ID NO 5

<211> LENGTH: 22

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Artificial sequence

<220> FEATURE:

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: Chemically synthesized nucleotide sequence

<400> SEQUENCE: 5

aatcatttce cggttgtace ag

<210> SEQ ID NO 6

<211> LENGTH: 22

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Artificial sequence

<220> FEATURE:

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: Chemically synthesized nucleotide sequence

<400> SEQUENCE: 6

aatcatttce atgttgaaac ag

<210> SEQ ID NO 7

<211> LENGTH: 22

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Artificial sequence

<220> FEATURE:

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: Chemically synthesized nucleotide sequence

<400> SEQUENCE: 7

aatcatttca agatgagece ag

<210> SEQ ID NO 8

<211> LENGTH: 22

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Artificial sequence

<220> FEATURE:

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: Chemically synthesized nucleotide sequence

<400> SEQUENCE: 8

aatgatttte atgttgaacc ag

<210> SEQ ID NO 9

<211> LENGTH: 22

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Artificial sequence

<220> FEATURE:

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: Chemically synthesized nucleotide sequence

<400> SEQUENCE: 9

aatcatttss atgttgaacc ag

19

22

22

22

22

22

22
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-continued

<210> SEQ ID NO 10

<211> LENGTH: 22

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Artificial sequence

<220> FEATURE:

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: Chemically synthesized nucleotide sequence

<400> SEQUENCE: 10

gatcatttcc atgttgaatg ag 22

<210> SEQ ID NO 11

<211> LENGTH: 23

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Artificial sequence

<220> FEATURE:

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: Chemically synthesized nucleotide sequence

<400> SEQUENCE: 11

gagtcgttte tgtgttggat cag 23

<210> SEQ ID NO 12

<211> LENGTH: 22

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Artificial sequence

<220> FEATURE:

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: Chemically synthesized nucleotide sequence

<400> SEQUENCE: 12

atgccecetgt ccttttettt ac 22

<210> SEQ ID NO 13

<211> LENGTH: 19

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Artificial sequence

<220> FEATURE:

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: Chemically synthesized nucleotide sequence

<400> SEQUENCE: 13

agggcagcat tcaaagcag 19

<210> SEQ ID NO 14

<211> LENGTH: 21

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Artificial sequence

<220> FEATURE:

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: Chemically synthesized nucleotide sequence

<400> SEQUENCE: 14

tcagaccgct tctgegttet g 21

<210> SEQ ID NO 15

<211> LENGTH: 19

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Artificial sequence

<220> FEATURE:

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: Chemically synthesized nucleotide sequence

<400> SEQUENCE: 15

gaaggctttg gggtgtgtg 19

<210> SEQ ID NO 16

<211> LENGTH: 17

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Artificial sequence

<220> FEATURE:

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: Chemically synthesized nucleotide sequence
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50

-continued

<400> SEQUENCE: 16

aatcttectet catcege

<210>
<211>
<212>
<213>
<220>
<223>

SEQ ID NO 17

LENGTH: 18

TYPE: DNA

ORGANISM: Artificial sequence
FEATURE:

<400> SEQUENCE: 17

accatgaagyg tgacgctce

17

OTHER INFORMATION: Chemically synthesized nucleotide sequence

18

What is claimed is:

1. A non-naturally occurring protein exhibiting human
interferon-like biological activities, wherein said protein is
selected from the group consisting of proteins each compris-
ing an amino acid sequence at least 89% identical to SEQ ID
No: 2.

2. The protein as defined in claim 1, wherein said sequence
is at least 90% identical to SEQ ID No: 2.

3. The protein as defined in claim 1, wherein said sequence
is at least 95% identical to SEQ ID No: 2.

4. The protein as defined in claim 1, wherein said protein
has enhanced anti-viral and anti-proliferative activity in com-
parison to HulFN-a2b.

5. The protein as defined in claim 4, wherein said protein
has anti-viral activity at least 2fold greater than HulFN-a.2b.

6. The protein as defined in claim 5, wherein said protein
has anti-viral activity at least Sfold greater than HulFN-a.2b.

7. The protein as defined in claim 6, wherein said protein
has anti-viral activity at least 10 fold greater than HulFN-a.2b.

8. The protein as defined in claim 4, wherein said protein
has anti-proliferative activity at least 10 fold greater than
HulFN-o2b.

9. The protein as defined in claim 8, wherein said protein
has anti-proliferative activity at least 50 fold greater than
HulFN-o2b.

10. The protein as defined in claim 9, wherein said protein
has anti-proliferative activity at least 100 fold greater than
HulFN-o2b.

11. The protein as defined in claim 10, wherein said protein
has anti-proliferative activity at least 200 fold greater than
HulFN-o2b.

12. The protein as defined in claim 1, wherein said protein
is recombinant.

13. The protein as defined in claim 1, wherein said protein
has a molecular weight of 19315 daltons.

14. The protein as defined in claim 1, optionally compris-
ing a methionine residue at the N terminus.

15. A non-naturally occurring protein comprising a
sequence which differs in 0 to 19 amino acids from SEQ 1D
No: 2, wherein said protein exhibits human interferon-like
biological activities.

16. The protein as defined in claim 15, wherein said protein
has enhanced anti-viral and anti-proliferative activity in com-
parison to HulFN-a2b.

17. The protein as defined in claim 16, wherein said protein
has anti-viral activity at least 2fold greater than HulFN-a.2b.

18. The protein as defined in claim 15, wherein said protein
has anti-proliferative activity at least 10 fold greater than
HulFN-o2b.
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19. The protein as defined in claim 18, wherein said protein
has anti-proliferative activity at least 100 fold greater than
HulFN-a.2b.

20. The protein as defined in claim 15, wherein said protein
is recombinant.

21. A protein construct comprising the protein as defined in
claim 1 coupled to a moiety, wherein said construct exhibits
said human interferon-like biological activities.

22. The protein construct as defined in claim 21, wherein
said protein is glycosylated.

23. The protein construct as defined in claim 21, wherein
said moiety is a polypeptide.

24. The protein construct as defined in claim 21, wherein
said moiety is a non-polypeptide.

25. The protein construct as defined in claim 24, wherein
said moiety is a polymer molecule.

26. The protein construct as defined in claim 25, wherein
said polymer molecule is a linear or branched polyethylene
glycol.

27. The protein construct as defined in claim 21, wherein
said moiety is a labeling molecule.

28. A composition comprising the protein as defined in
claim 1 and a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier, diluent or
excipient.

29. A method of treating cancer comprising administering
to a subject in need of therapy a therapeutically effective
amount of the protein as defined in claim 1.

30. A method of treating a viral disease comprising admin-
istering to a subject in need of therapy a therapeutically effec-
tive amount of the protein as defined in claim 1.

31. The method as defined in claim 29, wherein said subject
is a human being.

32. The method as defined in claim 29, wherein said protein
is administered together with a pharmaceutically acceptable
carrier, diluent or excipient.

33. A method of treating a condition responsive to inter-
feron therapy comprising administering to a subject in need of
treatment a therapeutically effective amount of the protein as
defined in claim 1.

34. The method as defined in claim 29, wherein said protein
is therapeutically effective in respect of a broad range of
different types of cancer, said cancer being selected from the
group consisting of melanoma, colorectal adenocarcinoma,
hepatocellular carcinoma, hepatoma, lymphoma, prostate
carcinoma, gastric adenocarcinoma, esophagus carcinoma,
lung carcinoma, cervix adenocarcinoma and cervix carci-
noma.

35. A non-naturally occurring protein exhibiting human
interferon-like biological activities, wherein said protein has
an amino acid sequence at least 95% identical to SEQ ID No:
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2 and wherein said protein has enhanced anti-viral and anti-
proliferative activities in comparison to HulFN-a2b.

36. A composition comprising the protein of claim 35.

37. A protein exhibiting human interferon-like biological
activities, wherein said protein is selected from the group
consisting of proteins each comprising an amino acid
sequence at least 95% identical to SEQ ID No: 2.

38. A protein comprising a sequence which differs in 0to 8
amino acids from SEQ ID No: 2, wherein said protein exhib-
its human interferon-like biological activities.

39. A method of treating a condition responsive to inter-
feron therapy comprising administering to a subject inneed of
treatment a therapeutically effective amount of a protein as
defined in claim 37.

40. A method of treating a condition responsive to inter-
feron therapy comprising administering to a subject inneed of
treatment a therapeutically effective amount of a protein as
defined in claim 38.

41. The method as defined in claim 30, wherein said subject
is a human being.

42. The method as defined in claim 30, wherein said protein
is administered together with a pharmaceutically acceptable
carrier, diluent or excipient.

#* #* #* #* #*
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